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LIFE OR DEATH? 


BIRMINGHAM SIX 


Crown appeals 
to judges’ bias al kills 


‘The Appeal of the Birmingham 6 has ended and judgement is due : On the evening of 22 Novem- 
in the New Year. The case presented by the men’s lawyers bas PF i 8 a ber, the Metropolitan Police 
Overwhelmingly proved that the six were famed and that thelr + : rectived detailed information 
onfessions were extorted by threats and violence. about a robbery that was 
(OF particular Importance was the they have imide” to British im : planned to take place the 
evidence of former policewoman, eras i the Anglotrish Agree : following day in Woolwich, 
oan Lynass, Afi She testified to tea Partly this was caused by South London. 

the Appeal hac she had merely seen domestic opposition o the Estrad They Knew that a ten olock a 
the men roughly handled. Later she ton Act whieh asked whether inthe BMW would hold up security van 
amatcally reappeared Inthe light of the cases like the Bien Ggebare sips, Row ee oe car 
wns bok oy that she ad cor= igham 6, it-vas safe to hand rsh frould drive loa row of garages in 
Sealed some of what she had seen people © Bish cours. The Ex- Sunbury St, here they would 
fecausethreits to her family had Wadion Act is now in place i ple, ee 
Frightened her She had jeen armed Whether the pressure thal wrung the Nee ei as ha he este 
tices nh eel Bock area three Appear tbe British government PIT? gum squad were olay in wait 
‘officers ina room with one of the six is strong enough to win a successful for them. Robbery Squad officers 
who was then Knced fw the groin; OUtCome. mais be See P watched the robbery ake plac, 
Yea ie te all ering azine Wiliam | ‘Garpachev rat Reagan: one smal stp me 000! tine wl he BAW dn ay 
were. also confined by former the garages, he crack munderers of 


police officer Thomas Clarke. the Met went into action. 

"The Forensic evidence. s0 crucial r "4 | Unfortunatly For the police there 
tothe original case, was shown tbe were witnesses to the killings. One 
siddled with doubt. Dr Frank Skuse, ai described the unit of six PTT of- 
‘who conducted the forensic tests that ficers firing ‘three or four rounds 


were said to have been positive for H each. They were lined up likes firing 
ieee a uclear reduction ens er 


‘centst because of limited efiien- At the Washington summit Gorbachev and Reagan signed the Margaret Thacher hypocriially | #1 pump-sction shotguns standing 
cy He ed been ass by the Home f INF (intermediate nuclear forces) treaty. Under the treaty all welcomed the INF deal as ‘Chris } itanare by wall: Asthecarsopped 


Police gun 


Ghee since Jenunry 1986 to wee RA searssnp= poms : WN iy coonct Gre. cing Po at 
jown his test methods and results but ‘Tange (300 to 3,000 miles) weapons | mss present to the world, Thatcher | th paiets. The man that Zot out of 
Sarah desc tos won bre are to be eliminated: 436 US. warheads’ and 1,575 Soviet eropmoicd en sp wan | ees ue gro, 
the: Appeal, Skuse riginally tod : ‘warheads, some four percent ofall nuclear weapons. szreement She is presing shesd | Ae ernie car wei soot gh 
(er sceni tt kad sla 1% The weay fe ye tobe ied by clniaton ofa clear weapos, With te mademizton of Seis | AOSRCGt Say dager time 


‘caustic soda solution for the tests either the Soviet Union Supreme He is pushing Reagan for a 50% ‘ofthe car and tied his hands behind 


that she does not intend to let 30 of 


Using Skuse’s method seieatists bad Soviet or the US Senate. The reduction im strategic muclear {0 se Ses tot WSO his ack an armed policeman 
obisined a positive result from the Supe Soviet ir stenly come. wesposs: START (aracgic ams“ ay ‘moved in and said- wit iis weapon 
hitrocelivlonefound=ip_ everyday todtoacceping he treaty. IatheUS, reduction aks). The only coodition sete de beet sb arg selbst 
peste getyeaee eta fowever, ‘epresestatives of th: that Gorbachev is placing on iese. ‘We belie there should be no | ROTO TSIy 11 ik Oh 
Sia ncaa oh cae UE flay sadtthe arms industry fe proposalsisthat the US adberetothe further reductions in nuciear | | move 90, lnel ond Xt Bite Yon 
ing this. another scientist found that ‘Opposing ratification. George Bush, ABM {anti-ballistic missile) agree- ‘weapons in Europe until we are slightly injured. 

to get a. posidve result from Vice President, isthe only ancofthe ment for at least ten years. This nearer parity om conventional | STO a ae only 24. 
self bansb WoAEAS SixRepublican presidental candida would confiae US "Star Wars’ weapons and chemical weapons | , TS fine kilise cares omy Oo 
contain $00" icrogrammes of testo suppor the treaty ‘esearch ta the labormory eesti fnvolved ina chatody bate verbs 
Leases F if, as seems likely, the treaty js Reagan has, up 0 now. refused to ae 


in answer tial this, the Crown ratified, there will Be a three year back down on “Star Wars” US im- The Warsaw Pact countries have | od ing country lone by 


pat 


cate We pba biedeat thee pebod for. the misiles 10° be perialism believes tis im Rs mterest proposed a roduction of one million | Soarksmen 
0 witness and it consisted of the SEsttoyed. During this time, amd for fo undermine the ABM agrecmeot oops in Europe and an agreement | "Qa July 1987 two armed robbers 
Crown counsel, Mrlgor fudge simp- tenyearsafter, inspectors from both and punh ahead with Star Wars" om the world wide climination Of | oe shot dead by the cite PTIT 
|y'making unsubstantiated assertions ountres will be ablet demand on- While the treaty was being signed chemical weapons. As usual That- | S154" thnd hada hulle lodged in 
fer mevon days ia te renewed to ' Sitevisisto verify thatheagreement the Brifish goverament was forcedio cher'shypocritcalwordsareacover | fi spine, Like the Woolvich rob- 
Gvidence, He sid at orem If Dr isbeing honosred. Smit thatihere were cruise missiles for arms buildup not arms | tery‘ every detail of tho robbery as 
Skuse evidence was diseredited there Gorbachev has made it plain that at Molesworth as wellas Greenham reduction Known to the police in advance. In 
retained strong seienifi evidence ; heseesthistreatyasafirstseptothe Common. Bob Shepherd | February the sane squad had klted 
What is i? He said the new 5 Denis Bergin in un operation iden- 


en cgi Polish Workers Party in Be oh Son odes 
eee 

Sine C/SouthKorea | Struggle for popular support [20 rss ce 
ye eet Aad ewes | QUCEIOM HFAUC | Seitemten ro Nevenbeo te rust abies ane erry ctl colina Soath | fen = aiag ne Macon 
supremely confident thatthe Appeal | south Korea's first direct pres- | carried through if supported by 50% of those eligible to vote. for 2 way to win the sipport of the | Police, in 7.779 armed tober 


will be unsuccessful or they have h it i a majority of the people to defeat the | volving firearms in the five years 
{ven uphestruggleandthey areno | dential elections for 16 years | After inthe June election Thatcher was supported by momore ot cfortunately, the referen- | 1982-1986.n0 one has been killed by 


ie than 30% of the voting population 
‘sally Enon ods the latter ended in victory for Roh Tae - dum shows bow difficult this willbe, | armed robbers (see FREI70). 
‘The attitude of the Judges in-} Woo, military dictator Chun fb star pig) turnout, ae sees yates bee debt Patrick Newman Nick Lewis 
dicated the problems faced by the | Doo Hwan’s chosen heir, Rob wang Ox scpenats See em pr 
scree pee icy | Doo vans cme ha | Use mm he Mn 
Ze menage | eceasreatbevan tne | VORA PI aie, theta neat 


ponents rumout was his c a inks. HF 
s,s Spe roe | Voqusan endfor Dae Jumg | Seamer as Sere Otc ew Labour joins attack 


ad ye they wou 
Fchadt esa concpiney, to | together polled 51%. Sverall result showsthat theres still terest. Their politicians intensified 


: 
Comunit a heluous crime ef pecury | It was only the mass popular revolis | 2 very long way togotowinthemaj- the pressure, by enforcing economic: bi id 
cami a Benn rine of poy | Kas ul i mas ole ots | oy ode Palah opie mppon sacs on lesbians an Ss 
‘an editor-in-chief, a script writer’. | call the directelections of 16 Decem- | the socialist government. “Sanctions won't work’ is the ob- 
[ed Justice O'Connor suid that he | ber. But both main opposition can- | In the fast eight years Poland has jection to sanctions against South Qn Monday 14 Décember lesbian and gay people disrupted parl- 
Kite chon ott | Sabo ma postion ca | hs twee ls T "papuig acl Ot Monday 14 Decne estan and py people dept pa 
‘smiled shout wty poe | nes opened ny owl | Siac ceeacicns cumty_wol ars 2 Stem the debate on. Tory smendinent 10 0 

ional declined by 4% matter! And work they do. fort ing authorities to ‘promote 
Lane granted an injunction preven- | iously anti-communist and anti- | 15; Saional meome dciiees oS “Two years of cconcmic sinctions homosexuality or publish material for the promotion of homosex- 
ting a TV programme re-enacting | working class they sought toachieve | in 1979, and by  furer 0-55 b oie is senetions ality’ or to" thet in any maintained school of ac- 
Pats ofthe Anpeal using transcripts | power in the hope of subduing the | ween 981-88. Only now hasthece- by the US. enforced mere ten days ‘of ality as 5 ed family relationship”, 
prt Apr in ae | men th ts eta | cnr moro a ‘aeicas rth omens apne ons 
aks, SE a ay Seis Decibels eee Se eee rae 
hn mate te | een cry ay | OE, Simmel Sm cee ae repel tatg Scene San ed ster meaty 
“Lay eae sant te | senferdtie aggre |S AMS Seachufictacgeaae St pom fier sound se" te ‘pae eecon it 
Appa needed det | iy dy to | a ee ee Saad tamn meade eclipse Hees names (er 
pecan sense prey | mrewaingcs meres | Seca aDy wamiyty mele maicran’ iting Tcuaer eC ha eh i 
sty remable nity wa | yen eae a a eee pcan aby caps: Sopaning pal pasion pe Labatt 
tere eben cov, Svan | saves | UNDA ens rapes Eerteas: SAGE pion sides Co luarny12 Dasntere a 
Inte oar he om oe at | Pesca emo | Sem SS Te, ee eeieea’ cm Limba pice tert Cal Gant 
oe seal sar | rimagenctebipatne | He cone Sts je (or ucmmarmcnnstes enna ackoeneltic ocani 2000 wr a 
Ts Arya t's oct | Ge penal ne gnc | A sea erica” epic we tfodeose: Fey's "We'd eum cana Tie Toy aenimet on 
particulary in Ireland. The Twenty | tions. However, the oppressed mas: | The major problems the enor- tion. The state has had to compen- change that in any way, shape or Labour's homophobic reaction ate 
petal tend The Tre | Som Howe iempesed mae | ta" fo'patn case sae ure ret meen’ Sherrie 
pce tale sian | earecmee sepeaicieepppe geee een p e P eEene : 
tn soning soy te st aad a eR a tony aon 


police gun squads on 24 htour call 
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@ POLL TAX 


million people will be better 
(off. 30 million worse off. 

© A working class family with (wo 
‘hoo! leavers living in Towee 
Hamlets will have to pay £42.38 per 
week, Private tenants will pay 
theough their rent: a single person 
Tiving in an inner London hedsit will 
pay anextra £10.68 per week rent. 

‘© Malcolm Rifkind, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, will only” pay 
£5.7610£7.69 per week, forhis villa 
in Edinburgh. Margaret Thatcher 
will save £1,900 om her Dulwich 
© The government claims that the 
unemployed wall oly pay 20% of 
the poll tax. they are lying. The 
unemployed will get an 80% rebate 
caleulared on the national average of 
£224 and not on the actual poll tax 
they juve to pay, An unemployed 
enon living in central London will 
have to pay £372 0° £7, 15 a week ex- 
tra eat 

‘© Defaulters wil be forced to pay (a) 
the full amount that they “owe”, (b) 
‘ntetest on the debt, and (c) either a 
££50 Fine or 30 per cent of the aunount 
‘owed whichever isthe greater. 
‘Deliberate’ defaulters can be sent 
Woprison. 

« Information about every adult in 
the country will be kept on a national 


operation sea camel five thes 

Two other children diet in sina 
‘sroumstances In Birmingham. A 

pf one child a ay i beng 

a fumed away from Charing Crise 


the destruction of the Welfare State 


computer register linked ta the clec- 
‘oral fegister, income tax, national 
insurance, driving licence databases 
and police records, Failure to regis- 
ter of time will result in a £50 fine 

Avoid paying poll wx and you Jose 
your right to vote; your right to any 
Welfare benefit; your right to any 
public service requiring proof-of 
‘dentity 

'¢ The Labour Party is already plann- 

ing how it will implement the poll 
‘ax. Pat Lally, leader ofthe Labour 
controlled Glasgow council, sai 

*People may have to be paid to in- 
form on neighbours trying to dodge 
the new comunity charge... If 
the government penalises councils 
for not collecting enough money 
then sucha scheme, although rorai- 
ly repugnant, would be seriously 
considered.” 

© The Uniform Business Rate 
(UBR) willbe setand collected by cen 
tual government increasing govern 

‘ment control of local authority fun: 

ding (England) from 44% to 75% 


@ KINGS CROSS: KILLER CUTS 


Thirty one people were Killed 
in the Kings Cross fire on 18 
November: the deaths were 
‘caused by the cuts. 

1 Since 1984 the lifts and esealators 
‘maintenance batiget has heen cut by 
45% from £11 million to £6 millon 
Escalators are now overhauled an- 


‘ually rather than every six months. 
After the inquiry into: the Oxford 
Cireus fire LRT cut more than 100 
cleaningjobs. LRT is pressing ahead 
\with automatic exit gates which will 
mean 1,200 job losses and even 
‘greater obstacles to escape inthe ev- 
tent of another Fire 


A fairly typical shift 


‘1am a second year student 
nurse with ten patients to 
Took after on a busy surgical 
ward. 


‘One pationt returned from 
theatre an hour ago. She 
needs complete observation 
for body function every half 
hour. She fs quite awake and 
upset. She wants attention 
now and painkillers. tell her | 
will help her as soon as | can. 

‘Lhave to go to theatre and 
collect an 80-year-old womar 

‘who has had the toos on her 
right foot amputated. Her 
‘pulse Is weak, blood pressure 
Tow and she looks Ill. Sho 
heeds quarter hourly obser- 
vations. The theatre nurse 
hurries me out. She needs the 
bed space for anather patient. 
‘On the ward again, | tell the 
already frantic enrolled nurse 
who is in charge about this 


patient. She phones the doc- 
tor. it is 2.30pm. The patient 
develops urinary retention 
‘and her intravenous fluids are 
running too slowly. 

‘Two of my other patients are 
bedridden and need to be 
‘tured avery 2-3 hours to pre- 
vent bed sores. They are both 
incontinent. One Is wet but | 
‘cannot get to her. Others call 
‘out for commedes, bedpans, 
‘the telephon 

"My other post-operative pa- 
tient wants help with a wash 
before her husband comes to 
visit. 

‘The 6 o'clock observations 
are due, then the drug round 
and the suppers to give out. 
"The relatives of the old lady 
want to know how she Is. 1 
cannot tell them much as the 


6.45pm after being in the 
theatre all day.’ 


‘The material on this page shows the savage character of Thatcher's attack on 
the working class, Incvery field - housing, education, health, poll ax, public 
transport - Thatcher is systematically dismandling the welfare state 

Her aim is wo drive all public services into such a state of decay that sez 
detached Britain will support the shedding of some functions and privatisation 
ofthe rest. Semi-detached Britain, bribed with tax cuts, can afford mortgages, 
private health, private transport and so.on. It isthe poor, the most oppressed 
‘who bear the brunt ofthis attack 

"Thescale of Thatcher's onslaught has espased the croc! deception of social 
democracy. The organised Labour and trade union movement, intent on ap- 
pealing tothe same constituency as Thatcher has proved completely incapable 
‘of defending the working class, 

Left labour councils are implementing cuts, the lef-Jed TLEA is attacking. 
teachers, the NUT suspends militant members. Glasgow Labour councillors 
prepare to implement the poll tax. similar examples could be cited in every 
Field of steugale. This treachery i clothed with talk of “realism” und seme 
even distinguish between “Tory’ cuts and caring’ cuts. On 14 November 
1987. Diane Abbott MP, referring to Camden's racist housing policy. ssid 
that there must be cuts, they should be “non-racist' cuts, 

‘There is no such thing as ‘non-racist” cut. All euts are racist, sexist, anti- 
working class because it is black people, women, Irish people, the 
unemployed and the poor who need council housing, state schools, state 
health provision and 50 on 


FROM RATE-CAPPING TO RACISM 
‘When Ken Livingstone sold out the struggle against rate capping by setting a 
rate for the GLC. he was deciding wo side with the Labour Party led by Kin- 
rock rather than with the working class. Few councillors, like those in 
[Lambeth and Liverpool, were prepared to be surcharged puting their own 
privileged existence at risk. 

[Labour councils then tried to avoid this choice by accounting tricks, That 
failed. They were once again forced to choose: defend their own positions and 
thei corrupt party or defend the working class. One after another they have 
Uccided to save their own skins. Camden Labour council has gone from op- 
Posing rate<capping fo promoting racism 
‘CAMDEN: A CASE IN POINT 
{nSeptember Camden council ruled that rsh homeless families would not be 
‘offered accommodation if thee was accommodation available to them i 
Ireland. Nine families have been repatriated so far 

Councillor Adrian States. one of the 11 Manifesto Group Labour coun- 
cillors who are fighting this racist policy, told FRFI ‘Iris a policy of 
Aiscreiting the homeless and ethnic minorities inorder to cut expenditure. It 
isracis.” 

“This descent int blatant racism by Camden council reveals the racism in- 
hereat in social democracy. Councillor Graham Surety, Manifesto Group, 
{old the protest march on 5 December 1967 "Camden Labour council iscarry- 
‘ng out the historical roe of the Labour Party in perpetuating racism." As 
Adrian States told FRFI. what is happening in Camden is ‘Kinnockism in 
‘ction’. 

DEFENDING OURSELVES = 

|The racist anti-working class bchaviour of Camden council can be found, in 
‘one formor another, anywhere that social democracy is forced to choose bet- 
‘ween defending its own privileged existence and defending the working class, 

‘Some on the left whilst attacking Labour point the trade unions 2s the way 
forward. Camden shows this to be an illusion. The local unions have split, 
'NALGO is opposing the council, NUPE is supporting it. Behind this split is 
‘Camden's threat to sack employees who oppose council policy. TLEA is isu- 
ing similar threats. Hospital doctors, urses have been threatenal. 
Everywhere, those who resist are threatened. 

Political organisations ted to the Labour Party cannot be relied on cither. 
“The Irish in Britain Representation Group has opposed campaigning against 
(Cainden’s repatriation policy for fear of lasing its council grant. 

“There is resistance. Mothers in Camden have twice occupied the social ser~ 
vices office. Labour councils across London are regularly picketted. Women 
‘hain themselves othe radiators on the day that Boitho maternity Unit in 
Penzance was due to close. They are still in occupation - complete with 
(Christmas decorations, a phone. a bank account und arrangements for postal 
liveries and refuse collections. 

‘Such actsof protest are taking place io many areas butif protest ito become 
resistance certain lessons mast be learned 

“The resistance must be hased on the most oppressed, the direct victims of 
“Thatcher's assault, drawing in those trade unionists, Labour Party members 
and others who are prepared to fight. The most oppressed must be inthe driv- 
ing seat. This is the only guarantce that the movement willbe both effective 
and protected agains the treacherous infivence of opportunism 


This page was produced by Terry O'Halloran from articles by Alexa 

Byrne, Gordon (nurse), Nick Lewis, Terry O'Halloran and Ruth (e 
‘student narse). Information and background material was provided 
| by CAPITAL Transport Campaign, Jo Dobson (Sheiter Press Officer), 
HASSLL, National Federation of Housing Associations, Councillor 
|Attan State and Gouncior Graham Srey. 


education. ‘The poor. unemployed 
EDUCATION black people wil find thir children 
humped sink schools Starved of 
funds 
‘The Education Bill will break * I!-EA is being forced to cut spen- 
ui the state school syptem. Ht diz by £180 milion the next ear 
Will give councils the right to =3<)"{0fepto2 SODieaching poss 
“opt ut af LEA and parents 200 Alan pes Tosi 
the right to take individual Pattee 11710 30; alresy Lan. 
‘schools out of local authority gon tcachcrs are twice as likely 10 
control. ‘tangs jobs or leave edcaion as 
teachers skewhore. The cuts in 
© “Opting out willallow the Bete SSuration ensure But tte school 
off to create good schools for their will dcterorae sadly tht suppor 
shildrenItwilallow.as Dewsbury for “opting out. for those who can 
Shows. rac te crest apateid in aff i will grow 


@ NHS 
Over 3,000 hospital beds clos- 


ed this year. 90% of hospitals 


have a chronic shortage of 
nurses. 

«Waiting lists have risen to 48,000 
for urgent and 640,000 for aon 
urgent operations. 11,000 opera 
tions year are not performed 
because of sa shortages 

‘* The Office of Health Economics 
Sys that between 1980-86 the NHS 
‘was underfunded by £900 million 
'* 30,000 nurses quit every year 

‘© Promoring beter health pro- 
poses £10 charge for eyeiests; £3 
for dental checks. 

« David Barber, Birmingham hole- 
inthe-heart aby. died. after bis 


Hospital 


PAY 
Nurses get special rates of pay ove 
‘and above their basic for workin 
nights, bank holidaysiand weekends. 
“This is to be abolished in favour of « 
fat rate of £1.20 per hour, a wage 
‘ct for many nurses. The way is he- 
paved for nurses to-cover wards 
"24 hours a day instead of one shift 
‘covering days, and one nights, 
‘= Nurses will have to work rotation 
‘early, late and night shifts: the effect 
‘ill be to reduce the total number of 
nurse/houts, 
© The threatened closure of the 
Bolitho maternity unit in Penzance 
‘would mean women having to travel 
50 miles to give birh, Edwina Cur- 
rie's solution? “Let them travel by 
f Margaret Thatcher suggested thet 
health authorities could avoid bed 
closures by refusing to. pay their 
Dill, So you ean have a bed but no 
shevis, food, medical supplies etc 


‘Staff nurse (RGN: national average): 
Police Constable (national average”): 
Police Constable (Metropolitan Police) 


‘Nursing officer (top seal): 
Inspector (national average*) 

Inspector (Metropolitan Police) 
excludes housing and other allowances. 


(pa) 
8,600 
11,499 
16,103 


1, 
i 


@ HOMELESS 


Homelessness in England has 
increased from 57,200 house- 
holds in 1979 to 103,000 in 
1986: 80% increase, 

‘© Tn London it has increased from 
12,440 t0 28,970: 133% increase 
‘in the five years to 1980 17,000 
‘council houses were builtin London 
every year. Now the average is 
4.200. 


Ia the 15 months to 31 March The 


remy 


0 1,302: 160% increase. 
© Camden's HIP allocation ‘has 
fallen by 75% from £75 million to 
£2. million. Camden now has 
12.000 households in BAB atx cost 
of £17 million, 
[792 households are packed into 
$30 B&B hotels. Onecontral London 
hotel cvener makes £700,000 per 
year oa 1SO heds, 
‘© B&B is rising by 300 households 
per month 
* The Housing Bill_will allow 
Jandlords to buy. council homes, 
‘will norbe allowed i return to 


1987 the number of households in public awnership, 


bed and breakfast (B&B) in London 
doubled to just under 8,000. 


'¢ Spending by London boroughs on niurket rent ona & 
B&B has risen from £8.5 milfion th 


The Bill will remove rent conteol 
and weaken security of tenure. A 

200 property 
tis #86 per week: 15 


sath & 


(1983/4) 10 an estimated over £100 higher than the equivalent mortage 


million this year. Money spent on 
B&B in 19867 would pay for 


12,000 council homes, living ina one bed 


# Housing Benefit is to be cut b 
£450 million and capped. A. nu: 
my fat in L 


« Since 1979 Housing Improvemeat don would have 10 spend an ext 


Programme (HIP) allocation (the £26.35 per week on rent: £3 


sum central goverament allows local her/his income. 


authorities to horrow for their hous- 
ing programmes) in England: and 
Wales has. fallen from £4,849 
milion to £1,412 million: 4 eut oF 
705, 


@ Lewishamt’s HIP allocation has» The Bill wil 


fallen by 77% per dwelling. Asa 
sult Lewishara built no new homes 
itt 198677 and fas no plans to build 


The Bill will apply on 


Housing 


Trusts (HATS) 
soul estes and se therm of 


orivate landlords, Neither 


take 


any. Homelessness in Lewisham has _ nor couneils will have any s1y 1 


‘igen from 300 households (1978/9) 
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{As Christmas approached God 
‘once again blew into the ever- 
‘pen ear of Manchester Chiet 
Constable James Anderton. 
Anylerton spoke thus: ‘Criminals 
should be flogged until they 
repent, 'd thrash criminals 
myself most easily.’ (Woman's 
‘Own) The case of Elsa 
Hannaway (see report this issue) 
‘shows that Anderton's cops 
havealso heard the wordof the 
Lord and what Anderton means 
by ‘criminals’. 


— 
On 26 November Liverpool's 
Labour-controlied police 
authority gave Chief Constable 
Kenneth Oxford an early 
Christmas present. They agreed 
to increase the tactical ald 
group, armed with CS gas and 
plastic bullets, from 15 to 32. 
‘They threw In an armoured car 
and some bullet proof shields for 
‘good measure. 
= 


‘0n 27 Novernber bankrupt (in all 
respects) exTory MP Dudley 
Geoffrey Stewart Smith told the 
London Bankruptcy Court that 
the rightwing Foreign Affairs 
Research Institute is mainly 
financed by the South African 
government. Steware-Smith 
disclosed debts of £150,388 
‘andno assets. 

= 


InNovember Ministerfar Trade, 
Alan Clark, urged private Sector 
‘companies to carry-on trading 
\with apartheid, He said that 
Britain had ‘done very well by 
increasing exports to South 
Africa by 1195 in the first nine 
months of 1987 earning a 
‘surplus for Britain of £206m. 
= 


‘Seumias Mine, our favourite 
‘AM hack, was behind a move in 
‘December in NUJ London 
Farringdon branch to puta 
‘motion to the forthcoming NU 
anference condemning the NEC | 
for supporting Friends of Moses 
Mayekiso, City of London 
bbranch, backed by London 
Freelance, is putting a motion 
congratulating the NEC. LFB is 
also calling for support for the 
NanStop Picket, So there shoula| 
ing fur come April 
aT 
The Central Statisties Office's 
Economic Trends published on 
18 Dacember revealed that the 
top 10% of income earners 
inoreased their share of total 
post-tax income from 23.4% 
(197819) to 26.5% (1984/5), a 
‘greater share than that of the 
‘whole bottom 50% of income 
earners, Their share fell from 
26.2% to 24.9%. 
—= 
InNovember and December 
the attack on the media 
accelerated. Thatcher obtained 
an injunction against Radio 
Four's Innecuous security 
series; continued to seekan 
injunction ordering Duncan 
‘Campbell to reveal his GCHQ 
sources; and won a Law Lords 
ruling ordering 
Independent journalist Jeremy 
Warner to reveal his sources on 
insider trading, Warner now 
faces imprisonment. Meanwhile 
Northamptonshire cops, without 
divine intervention, are seeking 
‘an order under the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act to force 
photographers and news 
‘organisations to hand over 
Unpublished film and. 
photographs of the Wapping 
police rloton 24 January 1987. 


Dollar falls through 
Reagan’s budget 
cut safety net 


While no further dramas have occurred since the dramatic crash 
of the world stockmarkets on 19 October 1987, the volatility and 
instability of both the world foreign currency and stockmarkets 
remain. 


(0n 20 November the US administra. 
tion announced that an 

had been reached to cut the federal 
budget deficit by a total of $76bn 
‘ver the fiscal years 1988 und 1989. 
$30.2bn will be cut in 1988 and 
‘$45. 8hn in 1989. The $30ba cus for 
fiscal year 1988 include $Sbn asset 
sales, $96n tax increases and some 
$13bn_ spending reductions, of 
which $Stn are defence cuts. Infact 
coaly $23.8bn would qualify as red- 
Uctions under the Gramm-Rudiman- 
Hollings law —a law passed in Con- 
gress which would have triggered 
automatic cuts of $23bn if no agree- 
‘ment had been reached. No wonder 
the agreement had to be announced 
with great pomp and ceremony with 


the emperor has no clothes, nothing whether this agreement will ever be 
implemented but, even if it 

highly unlikely thatthe budget defic- 
i in 1988 will be less than_the| 
'$148ba recorded in fiscal year 1987. 
[Not long after the play acting was 
over reality returned, 

‘On 30 November the dollar plung- 
ed to arecord low on the world cur-| 
rency mazkets. On'3 Docember West 
(Germany and Britain announced in- 
terest cuts fo halt the dollars slide. 
‘The British rate of 8.5 per ceat was, 


Prisoner 
beaten after 
operation 


FRFI71 exposed the inbumane | ;1\t lowest lve since March 198, 

and degrading treatment Mar- | The markets were unimpressed. 

tin Foranhasbeensubjectedto | Tha ne doy on Wall Ss be 

in British ‘ollowing 2 jones That wo 
ries | asec 

‘suffers from an incurable bow- a rash 09 19 October 

Sane wcatomy operation | OP 10 Decenber he Oxtchen tS 

‘ast year, Due to severe beat- 

ings after the op- 

eration, it has not bem suc- 

‘cessful. Martin’s wife wrote to 

FRET to say that his condition | lunged 12 « new record low of| 

‘was so bad that he was plann- | 128.75 yen. This time however the 

ing to goon hunger strike again | stockmarkets did not respond. 

to force the prison to give him | | Te msjor imperialist powers ao 

proper medical treatment, | 20082" bepreparcdorste cut his 


latest storm. As we go t0 press 90) 
dite bas been given for the much 
hherakled meeting of the Group of! 
Seven major imperialist countries to 
‘co-ordinate policy 


Tn August Martin was sent to court 
for having “kidnapped’ a prison of- 
ficer at Wandsworth prison in Apeil 
1986, again to eww attention to his 
medical condition and the pain be 
‘was suffering. The Home Office re- 
fused (o hand over his medical ree- 
‘rds tothe cour and the case was ad- 
journed while an order was served 
‘compelling them to do so, 

(On 26 November the Old Bailey 
sentenced Martin to a further six 
years in addition to the eight he is 
already serving. This Istest piece of 
"justice" enforces the fears of Mar- 
tin’s friends and family that his con- 
dition will continue 10 begnored and 


David Reed 


Christmas 
Solidarity for 
Broadwater 
Farm Prisoners 


‘any attempesmadeathighlighting his | rifty people joined. four hour picket of 
‘un willbe replied to seth brutality: | Wormwood Scrubs oc. Saturday” 19 
dar, unreaue, he wil esecor-| Descnber win tcange fo ramed 
scan nay vend Srosiveir Pas peer We 

"Te conspiracy of prison author | Sicot Engin agipant Mark Br 
icp cous tnd the Home Ofte 0 | wc’ yee se tat forpten 
torture Martin Foran cannot be is | Casa Reativsand fens wre 
fored and we asall oor readers | Sind by FRFL andthe BPC), Tey 
take up the case. trarched 10 the back of the prison. 


Hearing slogans suchas ‘Freethefram- 
cod prisoners! Free them now!" pe 
overs joined in. Winston's father, 
Walter. and Engin's wife, Sharon, 
were among those who addressed the 
Picket. The picket was jeopardised 
‘when the Broadwater Farm Defence 
Campaign's van failed w arrive tome 
the Felatives to the Scrubs. Luckily 
Engin’ brother had his work van 
‘which allowed them to get there and 
organise the event. 


‘Send messages of support and soli- 
arity to: ~ 
Martin Foran C1796, HMP Park: 
burst, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO3O 
SNX. 
Send urgent letters of protest 10 the 
Governor at Parkhurst and to the 
Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd at 
the Home Office, Queen Anne's 
Gate, London, SW1 

Nicky Rensten 
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ZAPO 


Ona recent visit to Britain, Haroon Patel, Central Committee Member of the 
Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO) spoke to FRFI. The Azanian People's | 
Organisation has an estimated membership of 60,000 including youth and 
women’s support organisations. AZAPO like other Africanist and black con- 
sciousness organisations in South Africa has played an important and cen- 
tral role in the recent struggles, yet it receives very little publicity in Britain 
and no mention or support at all from the British Anti-Apartheid Movement. 
We are pleased to be able to inform our readership about AZAPO and its role 
in the struggle for liberation and socialism in South Africa. A message of 
solidarity was sent from the Revolutionary Communist Group to AZAPO's 
recent national conference. 


Whrewas AZAPO formed and what is 
its overall political perspective? 

‘AZAPO was formed in 1978. It was 
formed to maintain a continuity bet- 
ween the 17 Black Consciousness 
‘Organisations which were banned in 
1977 as a result of the popalar up- 
surge of the 70s. We leamed from 
the political experiences of onzanisa- 
tions like the ANC and PAC which 
were banned in the 1960s. You will 
remember that there existed a very 
{urge political vacuum from 1960, up 
to 1968, after which people like 
‘Steven Bantu Biko founded the South 
African Students Organisation and 
the Black People's Convention. But 
‘ofcourse it took eight years to find a 
‘ew form, a new means of organisa 
ton 10 express the political aspirs- 
tions of the people and their resisi- 
ance to the apartheid system. What 
‘was significant in 1978 was that we 


AZAPO includingall those groups 
aililiated 10 the National Forum, 
‘who subscribe to the Azanian Mani- 
esto, have identified the black 
‘working clase as the driving force of 
the struggle. We base ourselves on 
the principles of anti-racism, at 
capitalism, anti-imperialism, ‘non- 
collaboration with the ruling class 
and the independence of working 
lass 


Movement, our student wing, wa 
‘engaged inthe fight against bantu in- 
ferior education. ‘The situation is 
‘more complex than the view present- 
‘ed internationally. Nobody took into 
‘account that what you had. was the 
encouragement ofan indefinite boy- 
‘coi which took place overtwo years. 
We differed from an indefinite boy- 
colt. Boycott is one weapon in the 
arsenal of the oppressed people, iit 
fs not correctly used it can Work 
against the oppressed people. 
"AZAPO in the last (0 years has 
begun to concentrate its work on the 
two trade union federations, NAC- 
‘TU and COSATU, We playeda vital 
role in supporting the union 
CAWUSA, which went out on trike 
carly this year. We tried to Tink up 
‘with the Railway Workers and 
played « very important role in the 
Post and Telecommunication work- 
‘ers strike, We made attempts. to in- 


fluence. We are also aiming at the 
creation of an anti-racist, socialist 
‘worker republic of Azania. In other 
‘words a unitary Azania that will take 
{nto account that our land has been 
Balkanised and many parts of our 
country have been deformed by $0- 
‘called homelands. We work on the 
slogans of one person one vote ma- 
jority rule, one Azania, one Nation, 


What role has AZAPO played in the 


‘recent period of struggle, say since tegrate various community and pol- 
1983? itical organisations in support ofthe 
Wisclear thatthe recent period dates great mineworkers sik. 


“The two Federations that played an 
“important part inthe unity talks aim- 
ced at a single federation of imide 
Unions in aur country were FOSATU 
and CUSA. Also at that time there 


from the Rand Revolt in 1983/4 
AMfer 1976 the South African goy- 


views and positions. Firstly we 
believe that our strugele must be 
directed against the historically-ev- 
‘olved system of racism and capital- 
fen in South Africa. In other words 


_Johannesb 
—/ 
Sandowr 
ee 


in 967 25 


Armoured cars approaching Alexandra township, June 197° 


\weare saying thatthere isan organic also interms ofthe labour movement 
link between the system of capital- through the findings of the Wiehann 
ism and racism, and that therefore Commission. Since 1983 there has 
‘we have to fight simultaneously been the mushrooming of several 
againstapartheid and capitalism. We organisations, amongst them the 
ido not believe that you can make a United Democratic Front, allied to 
Separition between the democratic the political positions of the ANC. 
demands of the revolution and the Also you have the National Forum 
Social aspect of the revolution. which we describe as a left socialist 
Nonetheless we also emphasise that alliance which is leaning towards the 
there cannot be 2 subordination of development ofa united front. There 
the national question’ to the social is also the regroupment of AYfican- 


existed general allied workers uni- 
‘ons which were putting forward the 
political position of the UDF, which 
Wwas still to be formed. There were 
also unions created by the Labour 
Secretariat of AZAPO and others 
formed by groups of Africanists. By 
fate 1983 these unions formed them- 
selves into AZACTU. 

‘AL the unity discussions our view 
was that certain questions must be 
resolved: the relationship with the 


foestion, or indeed the other way  istsunder the hanner of Azanian Na- national liberation struggle; what 
round. There has to be an equal em- tional Youth Unity. ‘was its view on worker control, dem- 
phasis on both, 'AZAPO undoubtedly playedasig- ocracy, ete. Unfortunately differ- 


‘For us the South African problem, 
political as well as economic, is 4 
Feflecion of the world wide crisis of 
‘capitalism. In fact in South Africa it 
{x only exacerbated by the fact that 
the economic system exists on the 
basis of racism which denies all 
democratic rights tothe majority of 


the people. 


siffeant role inthe campaign against 
‘the tr-cameral parliament in 1983, 
Some people may not be aware of 
this but we worked in conjunction 
‘with certain sections of the UDF, at 
Ieast T can cite examples from the 
area where [come from. Afier that 
there was the severe crisis in educa 
tion. In 1985-6 the Azanian Student 


fences emerged and AZACTU was 
excluded from the final round of 
talks. CUSA pulled out in protest al 
this exclusion 

So, when COSATU was formed in 
1985 it was able to regroup over 
£600,000 workers, AS a politcal 
‘organisation we said thatthe a 
rent of unity was a step inthe right 


SOUTH AFRICA 


SPEAKS TO FRFI 


The Soweto uprising: Students march in support of detainees, August 1976 


direction, We played an important ‘© South Africa when the struggle fundamental differences with the — weurld you like to see in Britain in 
roleinthcmerengorAZACTU and wns reaching mew heights Ourview . ANC and PAC. we scksowledge  reqmaue? 
CUSA-nowkeownas NACTU. We as that the Kennedys and soch as their role historically and in the pre- It impecative to continue with the 
fre certain that both federations, the Eminent Persons Group were ll seat intermsof deirifluenceonthe campugas which cass Ir fy mee 
NACTU and COSATU mux kop tymf find ew een or #_ move Wear woingos sary skate orga | Thal Merwe — AZAPO and NACTU member 
‘heir doors open because there may negotaledsetlement They aimedto 2 ao0-sectarian basis in relation 40 tions which sufler repressen, Th |Thebe sete ' 
tedcationstoammtewaricuniy’ Convemion Kenrelyasowmtedio moet, Weslo wantto lwo Sat ieaee sche cemmees, |abeMafinia — President Azanian Youth Organisation 
. "contact liberals. who support the withall those people who genuinely |y- We Lnaw that itis paliically cor. | Silly Mosupye + — Secretary Atteridgeville AZAPO 
Could you say more about the dif resist parliament-they were going Want to take up a struggle against rect to call for the ‘elease of all |KediboneMeso — Regional Secretary-Treasurer Azanian 


ferences which prevented unity fodiscussthe furureof South Africa. sectarianism which may exist im cet- political prisoners, but we are also Youth Organisation 
The eventual difference which We also had to look at the role of tain parts of the solidarity move-  sensitiveto the fact that for peopleto | Dennis Ndlovu — Chair AZAPO-Mamelodi 

‘emerged was on the definition of the Kennedy dymasty—in Cuba, ment ‘Sentify and be involved in s real | Brutus Manana — National Organiser Azanian Youth 
Workers leadership. COSATU tafks Vietnam, theassassinalionofPatrice Ofcourse we are mot hereto inter- _carmpaign of solidarity itis necessary ‘Organisation 


‘ofa working class leadership which Lumumba, Theaims fiaternational fere with the micrnal politics of Bri- to identify individuals or organisa 
Would includeall people whoowean imperialism remain the same even if tain. Nonetheless we reserve the tions. That is OK as long as i 3s in 
allegiance toa working class strug- they adopt different methods lo rightto makesome comments onthe  conjusction “with calling. for: the 


fle. The NACTU federation, or subvert socialist development. We situation, We hoy ish Yelease ofall political prisoners Sharpeville 6 must not hang 


AZACTU-CUSA as it was then, felt it was an important opportunity Anti-Apartheid Movement, as a ant to state that in the ease 


Sop tat eacerhip be defied wo oor the coneclonmeas of the Feige ce) omen tee (ri | The Sharpeville Six, ‘Theresa Britain, On Friday 18 December 
the county. This bor out ofthe imperialism. ke Tecueat pers Mavetico thepos | Ramashamula, Mojafela Regin-picketers from the Now-Stop 
different positions developed over _ Wealsodiscussed with peopiclike  Wearealsohereto rigorously pur- paign. We were not surprised that | #ld Sefatsa, Francis Dan Mok- Picket marchod six times. be 


ix comphess tn ofeoar: Settincrossinio cstucreuie, | Uesi, Reid Malepo Maken, ween Stith Afticn Houe and 
ling Ha “pecsonalay cult We | Duma Khumalo and Moses Din- Downing Street. Further prot 
doo't think that is tue. Moses | iso; have had their appeal against are planned 
Mayciso symbolises the most ad | hedeth sentence rejected. They On 16 December the AAM 
vanced sections of leadership of the | could be hanged at any time. held a picket outside the Embassy 
Very briefly, historically, white The UDF in the Westen Cape hurt black po Satter mime chee eee 
Tey were charged with the attended by 200 people includ 
workers have always organised to rion _baycotted a meeting by den they have a concer re has been a generalised | murder of a sto councillor RCG and City AA supporters. 
defend their rights, to defend the Kennedy people, but realy it is concer for jon. In 1985-6 the UDF were ot aaa cr d and: City AA. supporicn 
Status of the labour aristocracy their super profits. This is hypo- amongst those who experienced the | Siting the uprising in Sharpe- Nevertheless the AM managed 
‘which in South Africa is created You are om o tour of Britain ai the erty. Wecelt arrogant. I seen to St degree of repression. Ifyou | Vile in September 1984. The wconduetthe event intheir usual 
through discrimination. has con- moment. Whats ts purpose? suggest that Black people, and esp ly analyse the stuaton, be- | charges are  frame-up intended sectarian fashion. refusing. ( 
Stumly identified withthe Nationalist Weneed to work wihinthereality as ecially the liberation movements cause ofthe political divide in South | as a warning to black people not allow all organisations to speak 
Party. They should have boen the itexists in Brinin. Everything that whoare agreed on the question ofan Africabelwecathose whoarctalking | toresiseapartheid, The prisoners Their loudhaier failed to" work 
alles of their class brothers. They _happensin South Aiticaisequated economic hoyent, has not research. of anational democraicstruggleand | have alibis and they were tor. but even then they would nov ee 
hve not developed a revolutionary the ANC: Any support given wo the ed or studied the consequences. thoncareflly aed inthestmgele | turadindetealon, TeereseRaw~ the Nos Sie Biches nee 
consousnes 1 merge wih te sigs coil wih) Sopp wiliutblack people wewcnotz> foranalin, easeotbe change | Shes st momma be pone ecade they ul hee 
tnost important section of the work- giventoihe ANC. Itisourpurposet ingtolicabout thar Bur wehave suf— dynamically aking place ata grows 
ls Sncourgeaccepaneatereyievel, feel forthe lax ther cones ad lve, thre wil nw aigumons | M6064 10 death na political hadto allow oherstospeak. The 
and especialy ata ground level, that continue to suffer. We would rather and regroupments. Ava result we | ‘al megaphone was, however, used 
Why did AZAPO oppose the visit of imSouth Africa puralismisa reality. have an cconomic boycot than con believe tha the focus of repression | _ City AALhasheld several pick- by the ANC speaker al the en of 
Senator Edward Kennedy to South Mf you wanto give meaningful sup tinue to suffer under apartheid and) wilshif, Tisyearalone #80 peopie_| etS and events protesting against the picket. Saving the ives ofthe 


thehistorical experience ofthestrug- Desmond Tutu and said that while 
gle, There are white workers in the _youhavethe right ttalk with people theid, We have be: 
country, they sell their labour pow- like Kennedy, we aso have the right 

cr, You will have some sections of 10 protest against the visit. We 
‘white workers who are oppressed. organised massive demonstrations Kohl, thatthe 


Aiea? ort to the siruggle you have 10 capitalist exploitation from AZAPO were detained. On 10 | the death sentences. Pickets of Sharpeville 6 requires maximum 
Senator Kennedy like many other understand this October the Azanian Manifesto was | the Embassy have been sup- unity, which unfortunately the 
iberals-those who represent the in- 1 should clear up a aumber of {nthe recen period there hasbeen a banaed cannot be distributed or | portedhy PAC representatives in AAMIs blocking. 


terests of imperialism, had fo come points. While we may have certain veryhighdegree ofrepression. What discussed. 
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SMASH APARTHEID! 


AAM moves along 


the sectarian road 


‘The AGM of the Anti-Apartheid Movement held in Sheffield on 28/29 


November 1987 voted: 


© Not to supportall forces fighting apartheid and racism in Southern 


Africa. 


@ Not to support or affiliate to any of the existing camy 
release of Moses Mayekiso and his four comrades on. 


Africa for treason. 
is LORNA REID 
“The AUM Was attended by 380 delegates. 
twas the firstto be held on adelegate basis 
since the constitutional amendments were 
passed at the 1986 AGM. The new con- 
stitution excludes ordinary activist 
members from the AGM in favour of 
delegates from affiliated organisations like 
the Labour Party ensuring that the AAM 
leadership maintains contro! by exclading 
political opposition within the movement 
Having finally excluded the main force of 
political opposition within the movement, 
City AA, from the AGM, the AAM lead- 
ership was clearly looking forward to 
holding an AGM that would sccept the 
narrow and sectarian boundaries they have 
imposed on the movement, However, they 
were not to have it all their own way. 

Motions before the conference called 
for support for the campaign to release 
Moses Mayekiso and his four comrades, (0 
support all the forces fighting apartheid 
sod racism in Southern Aftica, to support 
the Non-Stop Picket and the campaign 
fought by City Group to win back the right 
to demonstrate outside the South African 
Embassy. 

RCG delegates ffiim.London, Man- 
chester. Leeds and Dundee attended the 
AGM. We: fought alongside delegates 
from the SWP, Workers Power and 
Greenwich, Westminster, Exeter, Fife, 
Glasgow NW, Dundee, York, Leam- 
ingion Spa and Stockport Anti-Apartheid 
groups on the principle of aon 
sectarianism. The Standing Orders Com- 
mittee did all in its power to keep serious 
dchate off the conference agenda. 


Greenwich AA moved a motion calling 
‘9n the AM to support other organisations 
Fighting apartheid (like the PAC, AZAPO 
and the Cape Action League) isi Soulh 
Alrica and Nash 

and’ SWAPO, This important motion was 
taken at the end of Saturday"s agenda and 
defeated with no time for discussion. Mo- 
tions in support ofthe Non-Stop Picket and 
the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign were 
deftly manceuvered off the end of Sun- 

day's agenda. 

‘On trade union solidarity the AM en- 
trenched its sectarian position by rejecting 
the London RCG amendment to inc 
support for the independent trade union 
federation NACTU, formerly CUSA/ 
AZACTU, which has a membership of 
"400,000. ‘Andy Higginbowom, delegate 
for London RCG, and secretary of Cay 
Group, said, 


Delegates should know that going on in 
South Africa are major debates on the 
‘connection between the struggle to end 
apartheid and the struggle for socialism 
and in particular the role of the black 
working class... Delegates may 
remember the strike at SASOL in 1985. 

‘The chemical workers there are in two 
<ifferent trade unions, one is affiliated 
1 COSATU, the other is affiliated 10 
NACTU. They co-operate and work 
together. There have been many other 
‘examples of similar co-operation in sup- 
portof the various strikes this year. The 
problern with the original motion is that 
‘twill only suppor thase in South Africa 
‘Who subscribe to the Freedom Charter 

NACTU should not be denied solidari- 
ty. If you supportall those fighting apar- 


theid you will support the amendment 


Scconding the amendment Lorna Reid 
speaking for Dundee RCG said ‘An effec 
tive movement against apartheid must sup- 


port all forces fighting apartheid 

Prior 10 the discussion Mathe Diseko, 
speaking for SACTU attacked our amend- 
ment as"... part of the government's at- 
tempts to destroy SACTU 
The binding document is the Freedom 


(Charter and anyone who is attempting 10 


Shag thet cio for Spor oe SAC- 
TTU. He does not have the right o demand 
that we support onfy SACTU, wor team 
that anyone wha differs is ‘suspet”- Such 
Setaviour i not the hallark of = 
democraic organisation SACTU's views 
fon which fores the solidarity movement 
i Britain can and cannot support were be 
ing explicily expressed when SACTU 
igmoeda statement tothe trade union move- 
tment condemning the campaigs for Moses 
Mayckiso on tally sectarian grounds 
‘This is in opposition to NUMSA and 
COSATU, who support action 10 free 
Mayekisoandthe Alec3 

The AM leadership was unable 10 
sarginalise the combined fores, cam 
poigning. for the release of Moses 
MayeRiao atthe AGM and was forced fo 
Change he potion f txeplee cnet on 
the sve io recognising the imporiance of 
the. tral of Moses Mayekio'. Ths 
however wasasfarasthe AAM was forced 
to go. They voted agaist afating to oc 
opporting any ofthe exsing campaigns 
fort release of Moses. The SWP's30c- 
tarian refusal to work with City Group for 
Moses Mayekiso undoubtedly weakened 
their own call foranoa-secarian approach 
tothe issue atthe AGM. 

‘City Group's decision to make Moses 
Mayckso public campaigning isic was 
instrumental in raising te pressure on the 
‘SAM. The lesson for all the forces who 
genuinely wantto bald aneffective move- 
feol against apartheid is thatsuchamove- 
tment has tobe based onunity inaction 


Heat of the night? 


With the onset of cold weather City AA 
‘non-stop picketers once again lit a brazier 
oon the pavement outside the Embassy at 
‘midnight on 11 December. The brazier 
kept the picketers warm for about 2 hours 
before the police (sitting in their van with 
the heater and engine going) decided that a 
‘rime was being commitied. The picketers 
‘waited expectantly forthe usual crew toar- 
rive from Cannon Row with fire extin- 
uishers and prove that the spirit of 
Scrooge still lives. But they hada’treckon- 
fed on Inspector Bean who called for the 
Fire Brigade 


however, dubious 
about the task, drove round Trafalgar 
Square, shook’ their heads and drove 
Quickly back tothe Fire Station. Not to be 
defeated, half an hour later the potice van 
from Cannon Row arrived along with 10 
hefty coppers and 2 dustbins full of water. 
Gallons of water were thrown onto the 
criminal beazier ~all to no effect, the 
brazier would not go out, but instead 
belched columns of noxious smoke. Dec- 
ing that it was better to dic from smoke 
than let the picketers win, the police load- 
ed the brazier into the van with hordes of 
‘coughing police:nen 

Asked by City AA’ 
al removal of the brazier, Chief n- 


yet. unknown, but he obviou 
passed his exam in “Lying Coavincingly 


Carol Brickley 


Above: PCADI25. Left: Jimmy 
Brosnan who was beaten by off: 
duty police officers. 


Official & 


London Anti-Apartheid Group, Tu 


Just over a week later, on Monday 14 December two other mem- 


City AA members were racial 
assaulted. Ronald and Adam are 
~___ CAROL BRICKLEY 1] 


‘THE OFFICIAL ATTACK 


Ronnie and Tunde told FRFI that they left 
the picket at about 1.30am and walked 
over fo the steps of St Martin in the Fields 
church, There they noticed a white man 
‘with a placard supporting the apartheid 
regime who was abusing a black passer- 
by. Tunde and Ronald walked over to the 
‘man to ask him what he was doing, but as 
they approached a police officer, PC- 
ADI25, came from behind them and said 
to Tunde, ‘I'm going to nick you, nigger’ 
He then hit Tunde across the head with his 
helmet, threw him 10 the ground and pun- 
‘ched him repeatedly. PCADI25 weighs 
22 stone. 

‘A large number of police then arrived, 
five of whom continued to punch and kick 
Tunde. He was then handcuffed, dragged 
along the ground and thrown into a police 
van, Witnesses say that he was screaming 
with pain and bleeding. Meanwhile 
Ronald returned to the picket to let them 
know what was happening, Police officers 
chased after him and arrested him. Inside 
the police van Ronald was punched in the 
face, kicked in the groin and PCADI25 
pressed his thumbs into Ronnie"s eyes. 

Inside the van PCADI25 arranged for 
his fellow officers to mark his own face, 30 
that Ronald and Tunde could be charged 
with Actual Bodily Harm. The abuse con- 
tinyed inside Cannon Row Police Station 
‘until both men were released. Both of them 
attended hospital after their release. City 
AA mounted a picket of Cannon Row 
police station later that day and again onc 
week later fo protest against police racism 
and thuggery 

‘Both Tunde and Ronald are regular sup- 
porters of the Non-Stop Picket and Tunde 
in particular has faced relentless police 
hharassment. In the space of 12 months, he 
hhas faced five assault charges and has been 
acquitted ofall but a minar offence. 


THE UNOFFICIAL ATTACK 


Adam and Jimmy attended a City Group 
meeting on Monday 14 December, After 
wards they went tothe pub for haf an hour 
ind then weat home on the Piccadilly line 
At Green Park, where they changed 
they were followed by 3 men who 
en in the same carriage on the Pic- 
line, one white, two black, and! in 
between the platforms, these 
men, claiming to be police officers stop- 
ped Jimmy and told him they. were ar- 
esting him for being drunk and disorder 
ly, He was not. They handcuffed him, 
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unofficial 


police thuggery 


‘At 1.30am on Sunday 6 December two black members of City of 


inde Forrest and Ronald Tomlinson 


were viciously attacked by police officers on the non-stop picket. 


bers, Adam Bowles and Jimmy Brosnan, were attacked late at night 
ona tube train by men claiming to be off duty police officers. Jimmy 
Brosnan is Irish and he was beaten unconscious, In both incidents 


ly abused as well as violently 
members of the RCG. 


‘punched hin inthe face and poured bottle 
Of spit over his head, They took him to 
the Victoria line platform, saying that they 
were taking him to Stockwell poice sia- 
Xign, Adam accompanied them, 

‘The beating continued on the tran 
‘When the train arrived at Vauxhall the 
‘policemen’ dragged Jimmy off the train, 
shouting to the driver ta keep the doors 
‘open as they were police, They dragged 
‘immy along the corridor, and one of them 
took Adam separately (0 the foot of the 
‘escalator. Meanwhile, out of sight, thetwo 
other “policemen’ beat Jimmy” uneon- 
scious and left him lying there covered in 
blood. 

‘Adam was also handcuffed, told that he 
was being arrested for assault, and then 
dragged up the escalator, Half way up 
‘adam, concerned about Jimmy, broke 
free hurling himself down the escalator. At 
this point the three men’ disappeared 
‘Adam found Jimmy in the passage un- 
conscious. Both were taken to hospital 


AFAMILIAR PATTERN 


‘There is no way of knowing if these two 
events are connected or if the three men 
‘who attacked Adam and Jimmy are police- 
officers, special branch, hired thugs 
‘employed by the South African embassy or 
‘amy combination of these. What is certain 
is that since the non-stop picket began, a 
pattern of events has emerged. 

‘When the police are engages in their of 
ficial orchestrated campaigns to remove 
the picket from outside the embassy, the 
level of harassment, both petty and very 
serious, by individual police officers falls 
When these strategies have failed, as they 
did this Summer when the police ban was 
hhumiliatingly defeated, then police harass- 
ment of women, black people, lesbians 
and gays escalates. 

‘Both City AA and the RCG will ensure 
that the officers involved in both these in- 
cidents are not allowed to get away with 
their racism and thuggery. One thing they 
should all know by now is that, after more 
than 600 days, the Non-Stop Picket will 
‘not end or be intimidated 


City AA is appealing to anyone 

| who was travelling between 

| Green Park and Vauxhall on the 
southbound Victoria Line bet- 
ween 11.30pm and midnight on 

| Monday 14 December, and who 
may have witnessed any part of 
this incident to contact City of 
London Anti-Apartheid Group on. 
(01) 837 6050. 


[Stora 


FIGHT RACISM 


New Immigration Bi 


A racist attack 
on black families 


When Douglas Murd Introduced his new Immigration Bill in Parlia- 
ment, he claimed it was merely closing ‘loopholes’ in the 1971 Im- 
migration Act. In fact, the Bill is a serious amendment to the 1971 
Act. For thousands of black families it will mean brutally dashing any 
remaining hopes of living a united and normal family life. Closing 
‘loopholes’ will mean further undermining limited legal rights to fight 
deportations. It will mean closing Britain's doors to all but the 


wealthy and privileged. 


EDDIE ABRAHAMS AND 
KIM COLEMAN 


The 1971 Immigration Act guaranteed 
Commonwealth citizens settled here by 
January 1973 an absolute right to bring 
their families to Britain. The new Bill 
‘eliminates the advantage conferred by the 
1971 Act. In racist Britain wealth alone 
will confer rights to a normal family life 
With this new proposed legislation only 
those Who prove they will have ‘no 
recourse lo publi¢ funds” have a chance of 
uniting with their families 

Vicious as the 1971 Act was, it did con- 
tain rights (o legally appeal against Home 
Office decisions. The new Bill removes 
these rights for anyone who has lived in 
Britain for less than 7 years. Tk also pro- 
mises to remove the right of appeal for 
black people who oa trying tp enter Britain 


find the Home Office has challenged their 
re. Wes in fact taking for 
process of criminallsing thase 
who fall foul of Brit 
laws. The new Bill will also make ‘over 
ing’ & ‘ontinuing offence. Ia. 82 
House of Lords ruled that this “of 
fence’ could be committed only once 
Now black people will be prosecuted for 
cach day they “overseay’ 

‘The published Bil docs not care wo con- 
cealits racism. Its second clause “prevents 
a polygamous wife with the right o abode 

‘United Kingdom fram exercising 
Noteven on the Home Office's 
own racist accounts do polygamous wives 
present aa “immigration problem’. There 
are only about 25 a year. This clause has 
been included only to whip up a disgusting 
racist chauvinism against black people. 
Not surprisingly. Clause 6 exempts Euro- 
‘ean Community (fe white) members from 
any of ts restrictions. 

Socialists in Britain mos join the cam- 
paiga to fight this new Bill as part of « 
‘movement fo defeat all immigration coe 
trols. The RCG is organising a speaking 
four across the country to discuss the Bill 
‘Come to these meetings and join ws ia our 
fight. 


Black workers fight 
racist council 


Over 100 people disrupted a Leeds Coun- 
il Education Department meeting on 

November ih protest against its long 
standing racist policies. Of 19 posts adver- 
Uised im the department, 17 have been 


fale. one by elect pecpc ane oci6adon: 
procedures were conducted by. an all 
‘white, male panel 

In response to the protestors” anger 


uncillors, including. the chair 
‘walked out and the police were called, The 
demonstrators foughtto be beard and after 
Tory councillors agreed wo listen, the chair 
and others returned. 

‘A week earlier black education workers 


in Chapeltown refused to eoaperate with 
the department's all white management 
the lower pay for black stal 


compared to white, and lack of promotion 
We are sick and tired of being 
rave’) posts at the lowest levels of thy 


The black workers, have formed) the 
‘Chapeltown Community Aetion Group 
and’ are organising against the Depa 
‘ment, Their demands are: the 17 appoint 
iments be declared void: the posts be te 
advertised and the selection/interview 
commmitee includes black people and 
women, ‘Alexa Byme 


Police assault 


Glasgow ant 


‘On Saturday 28 November four members 
of the Viraj Mendis. Defence Campaign 
(VMDC). including FRFI supporters, 
were violently arrested in Glasgow at a 
picket ofthe fascist British National Party 
(BNP). A march and rally opposing the 
ENP meeting had been organised by a 
umber of anti-racist groups including the 
Scottish Asian Action Committee. Over 
400 people turned out to march through 
Glasgow city centre. 

The fascists were meeting inthe nearby In- 
‘gram Hotel, Around 100 people formed an 


-racists 


impromptu picket, attacked immediately 
by the police, who arrested the four clair 
ing they had tried to ‘storm the hotel" 
Three have been charged with obstructing 
the footpath and resisting arrest. The 
fourth faces three charges of police assault 
ind one of attempting to release a prisoner, 

Itis vital that the four are defended, The 
RCG will participate in a defence cam. 
palgn onthis issue making its long political 
experience available to defeat this latest 
policeattack, 


Glasgow FRFI 


Law.Lords new 


threat to Tamils 


‘On 16 December five Law Lords gave racist Home Secretary Douglas 
Hurd the power to deport six Tamils to persecution and possible 
death in Sri Lanka, Their decision overrules the Appeal Court judge- 
ment of Sir John Donaldson, Master of the Rolls, that asylum should 
be considered, on the basis of the Tamils’ fears for their safety. Hurd 
is being allowed to ignore all the independent evidence of torture, 
murder and atrocities committed against the Tamils and their 


supporters, 
The precedent has naw been set for the 
wholesale deportation of asyluns-seekers 
and refugees, In future they ean simply be 
turned aseay atthe port ofentry without the 
right of appeal. Another $00 Tamils are 
among the 6500 refugees who will be anx- 
iously waiting to hear the result of an at- 
tempt by the six Tamils’ lawyers to take 
the cass ta the European Commission of 
Human Rights o prevent the deportations. 
The Law Lords’ decision brings into 
question Britain’s signing of the UN Con- 
vention on the Status of Refugees - which 


specifies that decisions should be made 
‘based on the applicant's statements rather 
than on 2 judgement of the situation in the 
applicant's country of origin. It is quite 
clear thatthe jndgement made by Hurd and, 
the ruling class will be based on their 
political affiliations to the country of 
‘origin, and upoa their desire to prevent 
black people from coming to Britain. For 
the ruling class considerations of life and 
death of black people do not enter into the 
equation, 


Virman Man 


VMDC defeats 
olice march ban 


Black community 
under siege 


‘The Manchester police headed by James Anderton —who wants to 
flog prisoners until they beg for mercy — have used the tragic death of 
Elsa Hannaway as a passport to arrest 1,200 black people in Moss 
Side and the surrounding areas. 


SONIAHUGHES 


‘warrants, Many of those arrested had all 
their clothes confiscated for “forensic 
tests’, while others were detained for upto 


Patce atte to dsperse cemonstation 
‘Over 300 people assembled in Piccadilly Gardens on 27 November to 
defy the police ban on this regular Friday night VMDC demonstration. 
The VMDC march was caught in 2 9 day ban on all marches invoked 
specifically to halt the pro-lrish Manchester Martyrs march of Sunday 
22 November. After an hour's rally, the majority of those assembled 
linked arms and stepped into the road to begin the regular march. 


ADRIAN LEVY 


(030 October, Mrs Elsa Hannaway from 
the Manchester black community was bru 
tally murdered in. Whitworth: Park. A 
\wanted poster was designed so vague that 
any black person with rastafrian locks, 
‘wearingablack, green and gold tam, could 
be mistaken forthe alleged killer. Using 
theie ‘investigation’ asa pretext, the police 
arrested 1,200 black people. They eor- 
‘ducted dawn raids om houses, smashing in 
front doors and searching people without 


three days with only paper suits to wear. 

‘The simmering anger of the local youth 
expressed itself at (vo mass meetings 
Local community leaders were attacked 
along with Manchester City Council for 
doing nothing about the police attacks. 
'RCG members received enthusiastic ap- 
plause when they stressed the importance 
Of the youth organising themselves and 
placing no reliance on those who claim to 
be leaders 


‘Some quarter mile down, a horde of foot 
and mounted police barred the route and. 
attempted to forcibly disperse the 
demonstration. Their threats of mass ar- 
tests Frightened no one. Distressed by the 
‘VMDC's determination and the presence 
of TV, radio and newspaper crews, the 
police retreated and allowed a further rally 
totake place hoping the march would then 
voluntarily disperse. They were wrong. 


Denied, for the moment, the ability t0 
‘walk on the street. the marchers took over 
the pavement and continued singing and 
chanting slogans. To no avail the police 
again blocked the route and threatened ar- 
rests, Escorted by some 60 demoralised 
police the marchers eventually arrived toa 
‘great welcome at the Church. 

‘The VMDC's mobilisation to defy the 
han exposed the cowardly role of the 
Labour controlled Manchester City Coun- 


cil. When Manchester police chief Ander 
ton first applied for the ban, the Policy 
Commitios agreed immediatcly, A week 
later this same Council issved an ‘angry’ 
stlememt denouncing Anderton's ‘sinister 
‘abuse’ of the public order laws. 

Atthe rally the SWP and RCP opposed 
‘making a stand. The SWP used their 
speech to attack the VMDC ‘udvisi 
‘against any attempt to march and instead 
proposing petitioning und leafletting! Un- 
willing to challenge the police the SWP 
and RCP, rolled up their banners and left 
justasthe VMDC registered a success in 
the struggle for democratic rights, We 
hope thatthe SWP and RCP comrades hav- 
ing assessed the VMDC"s successful ac- 
tion will not _make the same mistake 
again, 
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1987 THATCHER'S ONSLAUGHT 


1987 saw the return to power of the most 
reactionary Tory government of the post 
‘wu period with the second largest majori- 
ty since 1945, They were re-elected des: 
pite record levels of unemployment. 16 
‘milfion people living in poverty and public 
provision of education, health, housing 
and transport no longer mecting the needs 
of millions of people 

An array of legislation introduced in 
1987 or planned by this wovernment for the 
future threatens devastating consequences 
for millions of people. 
© Fowler's Employment Bill is essen- 
tially « seabs charter. It is the fourth 
legislative attack on trade union rights 
since 1980, Young people who either 
“voluntarily leave" or are “dismissed 
from training schemes will lose their 
right to benefits. The Social Security 
Bill will take benefits away from those 
who have not worked for 2-full years 
‘and single payments for those on social 


1987 


OYA 


WHERE IS THE OPPOSITION? 
——$$_ 
The humiliating defeat of the Labour Party 
in the 1987 election has only served to 
force it further to the Fight asi ries to ap 
pel to the middle class and beiter-off sec- 
tions of the working class. Ar its con- 
ference in Scplember 1987, the left were 
further marginalised, their attacks on the 
leadership being mere cries inthe wilder- 
ness as Kinnock consolidated his hold on 
the party. 

‘A Labour programme which will appeal 
tothe“ £4(N)a week dacker who owns some 
shares, a house, a car, and property: in 
Marbella’ has taken precedence over the 
‘needs of the 16 million who live in pover- 
ty, Kinnock has ttken on board the 
backward, chauvinistic and reactionary 
prejudices of the labour aristocracy. who 
long since shifted their allegiance to the 
Thatcher camp: on national security ~ 
secret's worth having it's worth keeping’; 
oon Ireland - Kinnock described the RUC 
murder of eight unarmed IRA volunteers 
fat Loughgall as ‘significant victory 
‘against the men of terrorism; and on the 
proposed ban on local authorities pro- 


KINNOCK--KISSING BABIES 
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security will be abolished along with 
the death grant 

‘© Baker's Education Bill will allow the 
rich to opt out of the dectining and pur- 
posefully underfunded state schools, 

© The Poll Tax will be introduced 10 
crudely rob the poor to give to the rich 
‘and threatens to disenfranchise sections 
of the working class and oppressed. 

‘© ‘The new Immigration Bill will further 
restrict the right of entry of black peo: 
ple to join their families, deny them any 
Appeal in the courts and cut off welfare 
benefits. Refugees of brutal regimes 
will continue to be denied entry 

© The Housing Bill is @ Rachman's 

Charter which veil turn whole estates 

‘over (0 private landlords, derestrict 

rents in the private sector and throw 

thousands of low paid and unemployed 

‘out onto the streets 


‘Coupled with myriad spending cuts, That- 
cher is remorselessly pursuing the in- 


198 


OPPOSITION 


moting homosexuality or th 
schools of the acceptability of homosex. 
‘ality Labour bas joined with the Tories in 
‘an anti-gay and anti-lesbian crusade while 
‘claiming to defend gay and lesbian rights. 
In the 1987 election, Labour categorised 
the ‘gay issue" as a vole loser among the 
‘middleclass and labour aristocrats. 

Throughout the year the Labour Party 
has totally failed to provide a focus of ef 
fective opposition to the Thatcher covet 
tent and its unlikely to ever do so. Some 
Labour councils are now enthusiastically 
implementing drastic spending cuts oa 
behalf of Thatcher. Social democracy 
under pressure exposes its real class 
character as previously radical Labour 
‘councils like Camden attack the poor and 
resort lo racist polices, forcibly repatriat- 
ing homeless Irish people. 

‘As the consequences of Thatcher's pol- 
icies are dramatically highlighted by ev- 
cents like the Kings Cross fire disaster and. 
the deaths of babies waiting for life-saving 
‘operations in NHS. hospitals starved of 
funds, tis not the Labour Party leading the 
public protest but outraged professionals 
nd publie sector workers. some previous- 
ly Thatcher's supporters, now faced in 
their working lives with criminal neglect. 

Outraged professionals and Tory back: 
benchers will only go so faras their class 
interests allow. Real opposition has yet to 
emerge, There are some signs of it as 
women in Penzance occupy a maternity 
Hospital faved with closure, nurses take 10 
the streets in Truro, and opponents of the 
‘cuts in Council services, tenants and the 
homeless oceupy Council Chambers and 
disrupt Council meetings in Manchester. 
Camden and Westminster. Pockets of op- 
position are emerging, but they are still 
few, lacking political leadership and direc 
tion, some easily falling prey to the oppor: 
{unist grip of the official Labour move- 
‘meat and its left allies. 


teaching ia 


tetess of her own class, Only the stock: 
market crash has slowed the rash to selloff 
cheaply millions of pounds worth of 
publicly owned industry 

Part and parcel of the Tory strategy is 
the legislation which tries to ensure that 
any protest is stifled. 


(© The Public Order Act, introduced in 
1987 limits the right to demonstrate and 
has given the police extraordinary 
powers to criminalise political protest 

‘© The Criminal Justice Bill will streng- 
then the powers of the judiciary, abol- 
ish the right to challenge juries and 
threatens to remove the right to silence. 

(© Harsh sentences have been pessed on 
those who have dared to stand up for 
their rights — intended as a warning to 
those who might protest inthe future_In 
1987 Winston Silcot, Engin Raghip 
and Mark Braithwaite were framed for 
the murder of PC Blakelock at Broad- 
water Farm. They have so far been 


4000 MARCH FOR VIRAL 


IN THATCHER'S BRITAIN THE POOR GET POORER 


denied the right to appeal 
‘© Thatcher continues her efforts o deny 
¢ British public the right to know 
bout or protest about the criminal ac 
tivities of the British secret servi 
Emplayees in the public sector — nurses 


DAVID REED & LORNA REID 
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BUILDING 
THE FIGHTBACK 


AREAL OPPOSITION 
— 
A real working class opposition can only 
be built from below, To succeed it has 10 
‘break with the rotten, backward prejudices 
centially racist and pro-imperialist 
British Labour movement. Its methods 

cof the oppressed s 
class: open and demacratic 


must be ions of 


in 
action amongst the people, out on the 
streets and st points where itcan lead tothe 
most effectiveand direct action against the 
Thatcher regime 

That this method of political work can 
even now hold back Thatcher's onslaught 
is shown by the Vira) Mendis Defence 
Campaign which has for one year resisted 
all plans to deport Viraj Mendis to Sri 
Lanka, Resolutely defying the govern- 
ment, with Viraj taking sanctuary in a 
church, and busing itself on the working 
class community in Hulme, especially that 
part involved with the church, the VMDC 
has won broad based support throughout 
Britain, including the churches, trade 
‘unions and the Labour Party 

City AAs non-stop picket outside the 
South African Embassy has for over 20 
‘months been the focus in Britain of effec: 
oppasition to apartheid and its British 
backers, resisting all efforts of the That 
cher government, the police and the of 
ficial and unofficial forces from the South 
‘Africun Embassy to have it removed. Star 
ting from the core of young working class 
people, black and white, City AA, with 
‘open and democratic methods of work, has 
gained the support and commitment of 
‘broad layers of opposition ro apartheid 

‘At the centre of both these campaigns 
ties the communist politics of the Revolu 
ary Communist Group and its news- 
paper Fight Racism! Fight Imperial 


and doctors ~ are threatened with the 
sack if they try to speak out against the 
consequences of spending cuts. 


No one but the rich and powerful will be 
sae from Thatcher's onslaught 


IN APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA, RAILWAY WORKERS ON STRIKE @ THE TOWNSHIP YOUTH PETROL BOMB TRAINS 


1987 IMPE 


1987 - CLOSE TO THE BRINK 


1987 has sharply 
economic decline of U 


:posed the relative 
imperialism, At 


the beginning of 1987, the USA became 


the world’s largest debtor nation, dram 
tically illustrating the rapid erosion of US. 
imperialism’s economic strength in rel 
tion 10 its imperialist competitors, in par 
ticular Japan and West Germany. ‘This 
‘year saw the Reagan administration imple- 
ment trade sanctions against Japan for the 
first ime since the second world war. A 
trade war is on the horizon, Tt was this 
background and the fear that the massive 
US debt resulting from its growing curren 
account and budget deficits would force 
the US economy, and following it, the 
world economy. into deep recession, that 
Jed to Octaber's stockmarket crash 

The crash exposed the fragile founda 
tions of capitalist prosperity. The capi 
system, #s one commentator putt, "salar 
singly close to the brink 


2958. 


IMPERIALISM’S 
COUNTER-REVOLUTION 


While imperialism does not feel strong 
enough to directly involve itsowa forcesin 
Uestroying Socialist and progressive reg- 
inmes, its support for counter-revolution én 
the form of ‘low-intensity warfare” has 
been stepped up in 1987 through its back- 
ing for reactionary regimes and counter- 
revolutionary armies. 

In “Afghanistan and Nicaragua US 
imperialism’s financial and military sup- 
port of counter-revolutionary gangs is pur- 
ting unbearable strains on the economic 
and social development of these countries, 
forcing their governments into political 
concessions 7m order to halt the war. In 
Angola and Mozambique the same process 
is taking place as imperialism’s represent- 
ative in the region, South Africa, through 
its support for UNITA thugs and MNR 
bandits, continues to inflict severe 


HALTING 


economic and social damage. The support 
Of the Cuban internationalist fighters has 
been a crucial factor in preventing the i 
perialists from totally devastating Angola, 

Inreland, the Enniskillen bombing was 
used as the pretext for increased collabor- 
ation between British imperiaism and the 
puppet Haughey regime in the Twenty Six 
‘Counties in an all-out attack om the Repub- 
Tican Movement. The reality of the Anglo 
Trish Agreement is now clear ~ increased 
co-operation between the two govem- 
‘ments todestroy all effective opposition 0 
the British occupation of the Six Counties 
of Treland. A difficult year lies ahead for 
revolutionary forces in both parts of 
Ireland. 


THE PEOPLE FIGHT BACK 


In the Philippines the US-backed Aquino 
government has increasingly resorted 10 


THE 


IALISM ON THE BRINK 


Tn 1987 the total debt of Third World na- 
tions exceeded $1 trillion (£1000bn). Ichas 
fecame economically and politically im- 
possible for these nations to pay back this 
debt, By May this year. the major US 
banks were forced to massively increase 
their loan loss reserves and to declare that 
the real value of their Third World loans 
were at least 20-30% belaw their book 
value. By the end of June, Britisty banks 
followed suit. Three of the major British 
banks reported losses forthe six months to 
30 June. The crisis is far fromoverand the 
coming US recession will inevitably bring 
itto ahead 


PRESSURE ON THE 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES 


The stalemate hetween socialism and im 
perialism of the last few years still exists 
‘with no significant change on either side 
Imperialism is, hawever stepping up its 
relentless pressure to break that stalemate 

inthe initiative, Given thatthere is 


no sign of any countervailing force against 
imperialism internally ~from the essen- 
tially backward working class movements 
inthe imperialist countries ~ this is putting 
‘great pressure on the socialist countries 
themselves, the people's republics and the 
Tiberation .oovements 

‘The Soviet Union desperately needs 2 
halt in the arms race to end the massive 
drain on its economic resources which is 
holding back the political, economic and 
social development of the country. This is 
bochind Soviet concessions in the recent 
«arms negotiations ufd the growing press- 
tures on the Soviet Union to pull out of 
Afghanistan and limit support for Nicar- 
‘agua. Perestroika, the attempt to restruc- 
ture the Soviet economy through greater 
reliance on market forces, and glasnost 
the necessary opening on the political 
front. are further expressions of the des- 
perate need for the Soviet Union to ad- 

ince economically tobe able to withstand 
the escalating economic, political and 
‘military challenge of imperialism, 


19288 ORGANISING FOR THE FUTURE 


ow intensity operations and the use af 
terror-gangs to destroy the peoples move 


ment, Coup attempts by the military have 


only served toshifl the government further 
to the right. However, Aquino has been 
‘unable to halt the progress of the National 
Democratic Front and its armed wing the 
New People’s Army 

Th South Korea massive street protests 
by thousands of students, workers and 
church radicals forced elections on the 
regime, and pushed the military dictator 
resident Chun Doo Hwang to siep down. 
AS we go fo press the results show that 
(Chun’s hand-picked successor Roh Tae 
‘Woo has been elected with 37 per cent of 
the vote amidst accusations of fraud. The 
people's movement will fight on when Rob, 
Tae Woo continues along the lines of his 
mentor. 

In Palestine the brutal might of Tsract 
imperialisen’s puppet inthe region, has not 
crushed the fighting spirit of the Palesti- 
tian youth in occupied Gaza and the West 
‘Bank. That unconquerable human spirit of 


IMPERIALIS 


figbting forjustice shows itself as the 
youth take on the Isracli army with stones 
‘and petrol bombs. 

In Sri Lanks the Liberation Tigers of 
‘Tamil Eclam faced notonly the Sri Lankan 
‘army, backed by British imperialism, but 
‘also, under the Indo-Sri Lankan Agree- 
‘ment faced the murderous assault of the In~ 
dian Army. Forced irom their stronghold 
in Jaffna, the Tigers are regrouping to con- 
‘nue guerilla warfare against Indian and 
‘Sri Lankan armies. 

In South Africa, the brutal repression 
and mass detention without trial of thou- 
sands of political activists, the hansing of 
political organisations and draconian cen- 
sorship have made open political organisa 
tion almost impossible: This isthe press 
ure that is the background to the ANC 
meetings with sections of the Afrikaner 
ruling class and liberals in Dakar. How- 
‘ever the fighting spirit ofthe people has not 
‘been crushed but turned to new outlets and 
taken on new forms 

1987 saw the trade union movement take 


OFFENSIVE 


300,000 striki 
riiners resisted the might of the racist 
regime und the mining companies for three 
weeks, demonstrating the enormous po- 

of the black working class, The 
strike Staged by the South African Railway 
and Harbour Workers Union agsinst the 
victimisation of one worker ended in vic- 
Lory us the workers supported by sections 
of the township communities forced the 
South African Transport management to 
reinstate the 18,000 sacked workers 


Posnide the resinie"s cnmtentra atte 


the centre of the stage 


‘ts 10 siestroy the people's movement, 
1987 has seeitheemergence 0! 4 focus of 
‘opposition centred around the onganised 
working clas, 

Whilst we go tio 1¥88 contudeMt una 
the Socialist countries, the working class 
tnd oppressed peoples will be able to hat 
the imperialist offensive, we also rec 
cognise the urgency of building movements 
inthe imperialist countries which will take 
the side of the socislist countrics and op- 
pressed peoples fighting imperialism. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMUNIST GROUP 


political campaigns: City of London Anti 
Apartheid Group's Non Stop Picket and 
the MDC 

In spite of the opposition of the oficial 
AAM and their allies in the Labour Party 
and trade union movement, City AA. has 
baila 5,000 strong March for Mandeta in 
March and a 1,000 strong March for 
Moses Mayekiso in October, while main 
taining the Non-Stop Picket outside the 
South African Embassy. On 2 July. after 
over 170 arrests, it defeated a seven-week 
Jong ban on protests outside the Embassy 
imposed by the police. Staring from 
Thatcher's rejects — young. unemployed, 
black and white City AA has won to its 
side thousands of supporters determined 
see effective opposition 1 apartheid 

This City AA’S weekly, open and totally 
democratic meetings to organise its act 
(wities, and its non-sectarian approach 10 
solidarity work — supporting all trends of 
the liberation moveaients in South Africa 
and Namibia and working with all trends 
‘of the solidarity movement in Britain — 
which have laid the foundation for its 
success. City AA also defends all chose 
arrested on its activities, mostly success 
fully - of the 566 charges from 376 arrests, 
so far heard, 87 per cent have resulted in 
acquittals. 

‘This year the consistem political work of 
City AA has shown many anti-apartheid 
activists, as well as sections of the move 
ment in South Affica, that the sectarian 
character of the official Anti-Apartheid 
Movement js & major obstacle ta soli- 
arity. The issue of Moses Mayekiso wasa 
decisive turning point. The AAM and its 
trade union and Labour Party allies con- 
sdemined the ca as a “personality 
cult”. Fundamentally for them, Mayckiso 
has the wrong politics —he rejects the 
politics of the South African Communist 
Party, the most influential political force 
jn the British AAM. The movement in 
South Africa however, regards Moses 
Mayekiso as a central political figure who. 


‘symbolises the unity of the comonunity 
based struggle and the trade union strug- 
gle. For this reason the trade union 
federation, COSATU. passed a motion 
supporting all campaigns in defence of 
Moses Mayekiso. COSATU has struck a 
mighty blow for a principled solidarity 
movement here in Britain 


\VIRAJ MENDIS @ IN SANCTUARY 
The VMDC has organised along simila 
lines to City AA. During the year of 
Viray’s sanctuary in the Church of the 
Ascension, it has organised a major con- 
ference in’ April attended by 500 poople 
and a 4,000 strong demonstration against 
deportations the biggest ever in Man: 
chester. It has repelled racist attacks on 
activists and the church, and through its 
example has given courage to other anti- 
deportation campaigns. Throughout the 
year the VMDC, strangly hacked hy the 
priests and congregation of the Church of 
Ascension, has brought to the public’s 
attention the iniquities of Britain's racist 
immigration laws. Through its determined 
and non-sectarian campaigning methods it 
forced oato the agenda of this year’s 
Labour Party Conference, a motion. 
passed unanimously to defend Viray’s 

right to stay in Britain 

If the pockets of resistance now emerg: 
ing ugainst the Thatcher goveroment’s 
aflacks are to be turned into an effective 
movement, the lessons of the organisa 
tional and political experience of City AA 
and the VMDC most be spread. Its when. 
communists put to the fore the interests of 
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= principles, First 


‘oppressed that such campaigns, while not 
immune t the pressures of opportunism, 
are capable of fighting and defeating them. 
The Revolutionary Communist. Group 
‘overthe next year will attempcto tke these 
lessons to the newly emerging strugales of 


the working class against Thatcherism, 
The RCG has argued that new mov 
ments tobe built it must be centred on 10 


worki 
class, detending and pushing forward thei 
interests. Second, it must forge an alliance 
with the oppressed massed Fighting imper 
ialism all over the world, 

Our newspaper. Fight Racism! Fight 
Imperialism!, theoughout 1987, has can- 
sistently given voice 10 the political in 
ferests and political struggles of the most 
oppressed sections ofthe working class in 
Britain. At the same time, it has informed 
ur readers of the crucial, heroic struggles 
bf appressed peoples fighting for freedom, 
justice and democracy against imperial 
‘smn. Inthe last six months representatives 
of these movements have been given 2 
political voice in Britain, Through the 
frages of FRET they have offered to the 
British working class the lessons of thei 
struggles and in return demanded solidari 
\y and support. From Luis Jalandoni of the 
National Democratic Front (Philippines) 
leaders of the Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka, 
women relatives of Irish political prison: 
crs, to leaders of different trends in the 
South African movement, links are being 
cesablished with the: vanguard fighters 
against imperialism in different parts of 
the world. 

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism wil 
continue to build these links recognisi 
Ch itis the unity of the working class in 
the imperialist countries with the working 
‘lass and oppressed masses fighting i 
perialism in the oppressed nations. which 
offers the only possibility for creat 
world free of poverty, racism and i 
justice. We enter 1988 confident that the 
forces for socialism will be strengthencd 
and that this unity can and will be built 
The RCG is determined to be at the centre 
“ofthese forces fighting to build the move- 
meat in Britain, 
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NICARAG' 


INTERNATIONA 


Sandinistas defend 
their revolution 


je US ruling class |s determined 
suring concessions out of the 
iedinista Front and undermine 
= Nicaraguan revolution. Hav- 
E effectively, militarily defea- 
§ the contras, the Sandinistas 
fi face an enemy wielding enor- 
pus resources and able to wage 
fefinite war. 


— TREVOR RAYNE _ 


Ricaragua the cost ofthe US sustained 
gra war has been: over 45,760 lives 
Se 1979; one inten of the workforce in 
Beary service; $2 billion in lost produc- 
g half of government expenditure 
sted into defence; soaring inflation 
Billicit markets, 
Teese costs amount to enormous 
ssure on the Sandinistas to make con- 
isons to gain peace. That is why they 
ped the Central American Peace Plan 
> August. 
Predictably, indirect negotiations, on 3 
gemiber, held in the Dominican 
peblic, ended in stalemate, The S 
fstas proposed a month long ceasefire 
Bee which the mercenaries would sur- 
er their weapons and, in return, the 
Blinista government would pardon 
Be counler-revolutionary prisoners, 
pend the State of Emergency, andallow 
Ee clements to take part ii legal 
cal life. The contras estimating that 
stand litlechance in the open political 
are intent on weakening the main 
of the revolution. ‘Thus. they 
reduction inthe Sandinista ar- 
‘the dismantling of the neighbourhood 
committes (the basic unit of peo- 
power in the Nicaraguan state); and 
king up ofthe agricultural cooper- 
and thet militias. 
Cardinal Obando, the inter- 
ry in the Dominican Republic, the 
called for direct. face-to-face 
tions and a Christmas ceasefire 
last ceasefire, unilaterally called by 
Sandinistas, from S October 10 5 
sember, won over hundreds of contra 
Etors but was used by the CIA to 
got 2 massive munitions airift and by 
oniras 19 launch a wave of brutal t= 
fs on civilians as they sought to expand 
Feld of operations. 
tis time Ortega was firm: 


Dur position is that we cannot give a 
pce tothecontras... Weure going to 
potinue fighting them tooth snd 
5 
US SEEKS TO 
FOMENT DIVISIONS 

Five years of American support forthe 
petras usa military force failed to gxin 
bem a political role in Nicaragua, but 


je. the Arias peace plan [is seek- 
pel the same end... * (The Washing. 
pr Post) 


IS pressure Costa Rican President 
g and Honduran President Azcona 
demanded that the Sandinistas 
geiate with the contras, although they 
pec obliged to, under the plan, until the 
fas lay down their arms. On 5 
jember President Ortega told a mass 
Fin Managua that the Sundinistas were 
Sse cer Test sopetaon 
aks run the danger of boosting can- 
porale and providing them with a plat- 
B from which 10 appeal to the 
jesguan bourgeoisie. 
be Sandinistas have outstripped all 
F signatories in their compliance with 
Peace Plan, They pardoned 985 


Top: President Ortega of Nicarague. Middle let: politcal prisoners bem released under 
the peace plan. Middle right: President Arias of Costa Rica. Bottom: Nicaraguans bury 


another comrade murdered by the Contras. 
political prisoners, including 200 former 
Somaza National Guards. Understand- 
ably. among a people that has. lost 
100,000 in ten years of fighting. this pro- 
Voked bitter opposition from some sup- 
porters ofthe revolution. President Ortega 
also accepted that the contras be allowed 
“humanitarian aid” from independent 
sources and invited Speaker of the US 
Senate, Democrat Jim Wright, to join 
‘Obando as a mediator in negotiations 
‘Throughout these manoeuvres and San- 
dinista concessions the Reagan ad- 
‘ministration has been threatening a $270 
million aid request for the contras ia the 
New Year in the hope of extorting yet 
Noddoubtthe US ruling class is hoping to 
foment divisions in the Sandinista Front 
‘The Sandinistas are an alliance of different 
class forces: workers, peasants and 
clements of the bourgeoisie and petty 
bourgeoisie outside the Somoza family 
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tionary social democrats and Christians of 
assorted orientations, If, reasons US 
social democracy, the Central American 
presidents place caoagh demands in sup- 
‘port of the contras on the Sandinistas then 
the weight and legitimacy of the contras, 
will grow and sections of the Sandinista, 
facingan alternative of unending war, may 
releal and make concessions thal lower the 
guard of the revolution, 

Imperialism never gives up. The Nicar- 
aguan revolution has survived all that has 
been throw att: the consciousness of the 
revolutionary workers and peasants has 
strengthened as a result of the counter- 
revolutionary war. Concessions would not 
have to he made at all if there was a real 
active anti-imperialist movement in the 
capitalist heartlands, able to force social 
democracy either oat of the way or into op- 
position to counter-revolution. 


A reign of terror forced the Haitian 
Electoral Council to call off the coun- 
try’s first free Presidential elections 
in 30 years. During the campaign 
‘two candidates were assassinated, 
Port-au-Prince’s main food market 
‘was burned down and dozens of peo- 
ple were killed. On 29 November, 
polling day, at least 34 people were 
murdered and 76 wounded in the 
capital alone. 

‘General Namphy blamed the Electoral 
‘Council for the bloody fiasco, and prompt- 
ly dissolved it. His army-dominated Na- 
‘onal Governing Council (CNG) has won 
2. grim victory, and the Duvalierists have 
taken revenge for the February 1986 
upheaval which drave Jean-Claude Duval- 
jerinio exile, 

‘When the Electoral Council stood by the 
Haitian constitution and barred former 
Duvalierists from cunning for office the 
counter-revolution went to war. Soldiers 
looked on or joined in as armed gangs ter 
rorised opponents and their supporters’ 
neighbourhoods. US aid doubled the size 
ofthe army from6,000 in 1986 swelling its 
ranks with members of the Duvaliers’ 
notorious death squads the Tontons 


Duvalierists’ revenge 
< on democrats 


Victim of Duvallerst gangs 


Macoutes. This summer, either in army 
Uniform or plain clothes, they killed some 
‘0 people protesting at Namphy's attempts 
{o. abolish the Electoral Council, and 
‘massacred 300 peasants demanding land 
reform. 

November's slaughter took place with 
the US looking on with some satisfaction 
It has yet to construct a stable and ap- 
parently respectable alternative to Duval- 
jer's discredited regime. For the mom 
ent the US is content that Namphy, the 
miliary and the Tontons Macoutes-are 
engaged in a war to decapitate the leader 
ship ofthe opposition, particularly the left, 
and terorise the masses 

‘Namphy has called new elections for 17 
January. This time i will include the 
Duvalierisis and the Macoutes, The major 
‘opposition candidates. have vowed 10 
‘boycott the elections. The opposition is 
meanwhile organising to strike back. Dur- 
Jing November vigilante brigades. were 
formed involving 8,000 people 10 protect 
sandidates and poor neighbourhoods. 
These are the germinating forms of the 
force that will finaly settle accounts with 
the Duvalierists and what they represent — 
US imperialism. 


John Bryan 


Repression in 
Honduras 


‘When the Central American peace ac- 
cord was signed on 7 August, Presi- 
‘dent Azcona of “USS Battleship Hon- 
‘duras’ quickly enumerated the parts of 
the agreement that did not apply to his. 
‘country. He did not set up a National 
Reconciliation Commission until Nov- 
‘ember on the grounds that it was not 
needed as there was no armed opposi- 
tion ~ ata stroke ignoring the accord's 
‘other tasks such as opposition’s ac- 
‘cess to the media, repeal of ‘anti ter- 
rorist’ legislation, and release of peas- 
ants agitating foriand reform ~ critical 
jin Honduras, second only to Haiti for 
poverty In the Western Hemisphere. 
Not until mid-November did Azcona an 
‘nounce any intention of dismantling 
‘the contra bases in Honduras. Thus far 
‘the ‘Intention’ remains Just that: a 
statement. 
Meanwhile, in October, 30 peasants 
‘wore detained, and several tortured 
“for security reasons’. They had been 
Involved in land seizures after ex- 
hhausting six years of legal procedures. 
‘against government bodies. Some 
were accused of kidnappings, bank 
robberies and murder, and momber- 
ship of the Lorenzo Zelaya Revolu- 
tionary Patriotic Front guerillas. In 
December the Pentagon commenced 
‘Fuertos Caminos '88 Honduras’ mil. 
| itary exercises which will take place 
along the Nicaraguan border and last. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


until June 1988 and bring an additional 


15,500 US troops into the region. 
‘Mike Webber 


FMLN refuse 
ceasefire 


Ruben Zamora and Guillermo Ungo, 
leaders of the political wing of the 
FMLN/EDR alliance, returned to El Sal- 
vador in November 1987 for a short 
visit after seven years of exile. Their | 
retum was made possible by th 
resurgence of the mass popular strug: 
gle and the Central American Peace 
Pact. 

‘Zamora and Ungo are social dem- 
cratic in orientation and President 
Duarte was hoping they would disavow 
the FMLN guerilla struggle led by com- 
munists and consistent revolutionary 
democrats. He was disappointed. The 
‘twoleaders’ public meetings were turn- 
‘ed into mass rallles in support of the 
FMLN. 

The FMLN have thus far refused 
Duarta's call for a ceasefire making it 
clear that negotiations can only be bas- 
ed upon a recognition ofthe FMILN as a 
major political force. Meanwhile 
FMLN's campaign of economic sabo- 
tege has been stepped up, and in 
‘September they claimed 700 military 
casualties. in October they launched an 
Important military offensive dedicated 
to Che Guevara ‘20 Years of Latin 
American struggle ~ Long live Che's 
guerillas, John Bryan 


———Tiraeted tecunity 
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Palestinian youth 
fight Zionists 


For ten days and more in December 1987, Palestinian 
youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip staged the most 
powerful uprisings against Zionism since the June 1967 
occupation. Across dozens of refugee camps thousands 
of youth using only petrol bombs, rocks and iron bars 
challenged the might of the ‘Israeli’ army. Braving Zionist 
bullets, they taunted their enemy ‘Go on shoot me or you 
will die for our Palestinian land’. 
SDDIEAarAHAMS | les ae: op mls 
ish Director of UNRWA. 
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85 Who used 
tear gas, rubber bullets and live 
‘ammunition against demonstrators 
proudly unfurling the green, red 
and black Palestinian flag. On oc- 
ceasion, the: youth- snatched their 
dead from enemy hands to mount 
impromptu funerals and nationa- 
list demonstrations. In East 
Jerusalem a two day commercial 
strike was followed by youth stor- 


Youth from the Burelj refugee camp in Gaza fight the 
‘ming banks and other Zionist Gaza ‘accidentally’ ploughing into 
establishments. In Nazareth, inthe a Palestinian taxi rank crushing 
biggest demonstration in “Israel” four Palestinians to death. But it 
bby Palestinians, thousands march- was more than just & response 10 & 
cd in solidarity with the West Bank single incident. Hadashor, an 
compatriots “Israeli” newspaper, wrote that the 
Zionist Prime Minister Samir occupied territories ‘have become 
slaimed that ‘these criminalsknow more like Soweto ... deascly 
thatthe army istryingnotto wound populated, poor. with shameful 
orkillthem’, Yetwithin [Odays29_— living conditions and full. of 
Palestinians had been killed hatred.” The uprising was a revolt 
young childrenof 1Oand 11 as well against these. conditions imposed 
as people as old as 50. To deter the by 20 years of Zionist occupation 
‘youth, ‘Israeli soldiers used 2 But twenty years of racist op- 
‘young Palestinian as a shield, tied pression has failed to break the will 
to the bonnet af their jeep. They ofthe poor and oppressed. Decemn- 
imposed curfews and sealed the ber demonstrated its indestnu 


SRILANKA 


Tamil Tigers fight on 


Behind the Indian Army imposed news blockade, the 
Tamil people and their vanguard the Liberation Tigers of eee 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), are fighting on against systematic 2" 2-"oss Ne Nord and East of 
large scale atrocities. Some 2000 innocent Tamil civil jens ure restricted to major roads 
ans have been killed since the 10 October Indian Army Sn they are relying on heavy ar- 
offensive against Jaffna. There are now 400,000 refug-_illery. They admit over 270 
ees in the Tamil areas. The Jaffna Peninsula is subjected The Indian Army és pro- 
to aerial bombardment, shelling and disruption of food, 
water and electricity supplies. 

ules the pretext of searching for 

Tiger leader Vellupillat Prabha 
arin villagers are rounded up, 
shops burned down and young 
‘women raped. 


ability. Press repons speak of a 
greater degree of popular 
‘organisation and leadership in tbe 
current battles. Despite Shamir, 
who described the youth as “ter 
rors, ‘criminals’, and “hool 
ans’, the youth will contine 19 
challenge the might of the US fin- 
anced Zionist military machine 
Despite their current isolation, the 
‘weachery of Arab regimes, and the 
collaborationists in their own 
ranks, the poor and oppressed in 
Palestine have again proclaimed 
their determination to Fight Zion 
ism ang imperialism uot vitory 
or death. 


who surrender. This policy is not 
working: Tiger operations now 


smber assault on 
‘which 100k 
Tigers are 


‘The Indian government is seek 
ing to exploit the people's war 
weariness to force them to aban: 
don the Tigers and is offering 
economic incentives to guerillas 


The trial of nine Barlinnie prisoners for the prison uprising 
last January ended in late November. Three men were 
found guilty of ‘mobbing and rioting’. Allan McLelsh was 
given ten years ontop of the six month sentence heis cur- 
rently serving. William Marshall received eight years on 
top of the five years he is now currently serving. Hugh 
‘Twigg got four years on top of his current one year sen- 
tence. 

The state has taken revenge on 
these three prisoners for daring to 
take action against brutality in 
Scottish prisons. But the prison 
authorities did not have it all heir 
‘own way. The other six men on 
‘ial were acquitted of rioting and 


all nine defendants were found not 
guilty on the murder charges 
againstthem, 

Tnearly December, Sammy Ral- 
ston, who carried out a rooftop 
protest and hunger strike against 
beutalty at Barlinnie, was found 


Barlinnie Trial 


not guilty on charges of assault. 
was, however, senlenced (0 t 
‘months for breach of the peace 

Since the trials, We have reo 
ed information that all the pris 
crs who were on trial (includ 
those acquitted on all charges) 
being held in solitary confinem 

‘As we go to press, Barlinn 
again boiling up. At the begine 
of December there were many’ 
Jent incidents, The prison auth 
ties cannot disguise the reali 
brutality and fightback in Barts 
prison. 


Graham Johns 


Hundreds in 
police cells 


Remember four years ago Leon Brittan, then Home 
of police cells 


lasted two days Into 1984. Well, Douglas Hurd, his suc- 
cessor was far more ambitious when he declared that 
they would be emptied ‘within about a fortnight’. Over 
two weeks later on 18 November this year there were still 
800 men, women and young people lockedin police cells. 
readers of FRFIwill know 50 meataly il and sick prisoners 

of the appalling conditions in the have no care for weeks on end, 
cid people over And the numbers have kept on 
st. Windowiess, rising, at least ity a week. 
found, no exereise Recently ithas comcto light that at 
least 230 young people, many of 
them minors (16 or under) are be- 
ing heldn police cells. A bay of 15 


co proper washing facilities, acon- 
sant stench of urine ete. Access 
for-medical reporis is impossible 


Catalogue of 
deaths in custody 


Three prisoners died in Wandsworth jail between 7 Sep- 
tember and 21 October. David Padbury, Kenneth Mukio 
and Alan Prince were all found hanging from the bars of 
their cells. 


Michael Flynn, aged 32, was being 
held om remand in Brixton prison 


police station, Essex, has provok 
x! coroner, Dr Harold Price, to 
complain ta the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, Peter Imbert 
Mrs McGee collapsed ufler taking 
an overdose of paracetamol in the 
found hanged in acell at Belle Vale cell. Atthe inquest the jury return- 
police station, Liverpool, in mid- eda verdict of death by misadven- 
November. He had heen arrested ture - neglect would have been 
f shoplifting ‘more appropriate. 

The death of Mrs Ros-Anne 

MoGee. 35, in a cell at Romford 


Iiatric reports, 


a, 40, was 


Alexa Byrne 


‘was kept for over twelve days 
London police cell, His: mot 
complained about the cold am 
policeman suggested she brine 
‘Coats for her son. Social work 
are being denied access to th 
‘youngsters due to lack of sps 
‘They have no access to educa 
or exercise and simply lie for & 
‘on end in disgusting, deaden 
conditions. 

"The majority of people in po! 
cells are awaiting cial and 
sometimes remanded hundreds 
‘miles from their homes, fami 
and friends. A London boy. 
turned 17, was sent to Chester 
Street police station, Durham, : 
will likely servehis four month 
day sentence there. 

Home Office spokesman fh 
wittered on about ‘logistic p 
blems" and ‘unsatisfactory’ con 
tions. Hurd blames industrial 
tion by the Prison Officers Ass 
ation, despite the fact that this ce 
ed three weeks before 18 Nove 
ber. Prison Offices had been re 
ing to admit new prisoners at f 
jails: Wandsworth, Pentonvi 
Chelmsford, Camp Hill and A: 
ford. Their action was over 0 
Home Office rules stopping ov 
time for POs, During their act 
overcrowding at these jails » 
relieved. but 1,300 prisoners 
ed up in police eels. 

AS we have said repeated 
Hurd’s failure isa direct result 
hard-line Tory law and on 
policies - locking up thousand 
working class people. Hurd | 
now threatened the right o 
mand prisoners 10 have 
brought in, ‘There are over 49.2 

| men and women in jail ané pi 
es for 42,500, The cost 
prisoning people in police cx 
since April 1986. w 
nlf! 


Alexa Bye 
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NEP: ONE STEP BACKWARD 


At the end of the Civil War, Russia lay in 


ruins, In 1920, the grain harvest was 56%: 

that of 1913; and large-scale industrial 
production, the material busis for social- 
sm, Was one eighth of its pre-war level, 
sith productivity falling to about 40% of 
Sat of 1913. 

Politically, the Soviet government faced. 
sew threat, from the middle and rich pea- 
santry. The continuation of the civil war 
policy of forced procurement of grain led 
fe peasant uprisings, most notably at the 
‘saval garrison of Kronstadt (1-17 March, 
2921), the stronghold of Bolshevik power 
ering the revolution, 

To conciliate these sections of the peas 

Santry and (restore the economy, the 10th 


March 1921) decided To ntouece the Ne 
Economie Poliey (NEP). How did NEP 
Sperate and what were the limits to its sue- 

replaced grain procurement by a 10% 
s=x in kind; and prohibited the seizure of 
fivestock from peasants as a penalty for 
f00-payment, Small industries, especially 
oral anes, were denationalised or leased, 
svhile up t9.95% of the distributive system 
sees privatised. The Bolsheviks were pre- 
‘pared to make the most generous conces- 
‘sons to foreign capitalists to promote in- 
dostrial development, and actively sought 
tears. 

© But the capitalist world continued its 
Siockadc: loans were not granted ami con- 
cccssions were insignificant. 

By 1926, NEP had attained the objective 
of increasing the harvest and securing the 
jsompliance of the middle and rich peas- 
fois. Agriculture reached 90% of the 1913 
evel, factory production recovered com- 

etely 

But this was ata tremendous cost. Inin- 
scoducing NEP Lenin had: warned that it 
fas a strategic retreat, and that". 10a 
certain extent, we are re-creating capital- 
sem.” (CW32 p49), iwasameansto gain 
ssene not only forthe Soviet Uion but also 

file‘... our forcign comrades. are 

ing thoroughly for their revotution- 

“The more thorough thetr preparations, the 

snore certain will the victory be. Mean- 

senile, however, we shall have to pay the 
-srbute.* (ibid p92). 

‘The ‘tribute’ was paid mainly by the 


ween 1922 and 1926 the number of regis 
"ered unemployed increased eightfold. 

While the working class was still strug 
“ding to its feet, new enemies were rising 
‘Seirheads - inthe countryside, the kulaks 
‘rich peasants), in the towns, the private 
“raders: a potential base for the re-emer- 
{ence of capitalism, 

‘Under NEP the separate class interests 
‘ef the kulaks began to emerge quite clear- 
Jp. Although at most only 5% of peasant 
Jouscholds, by 1926 kulak farms produc- 

0% ofthe marketed grain surplus. The 
‘poorest peasants, who made up 35% ofthe 

sant households, usually had no more 
an 2.7 acres, no draught animals, and 
eded to hire tools to work the land. 

Agriculture was extremely primitive: in 
2528 75% of the summer crop was sown 
}y hand, alimost 50% reaped with sickle 
snd scythe, and 40% ofthe harvest thresh 
Swit the ail Under these conditions, it 

sould be impossible to feed the towns and 
de Red Army either ifthe kulaks became 
Sontile to the regime or ifan industrials 

ln programme drew workers from the 
Souniryside. 

Following the 1926 harvest, the Com- 
ssunist Party showed that it intended to 
restrict the power of the kulak ~ grain 
poses were reduced by 20%. The kulaks 
plied with a silent war, a War of starva- 
jon against the Soviet regime, In October 
December 1927, the peasants marketed 
aly half as much grain as in the same 
sonths of 1926. This would mean starva 
fina forthe towns and the army 

“The Bolsheviks initially responded with 
emergency neasures, procuring grain by 
orce, This wasonly apartial success: early 

1929 rationing was introduced in the 
Sajor cites. The kulaks fought back: dur 
fag the first 9 months of 1929, 384 pro- 
jcurement agents were killed and 7C 


‘Mikhail Gorbachev criticised ‘excesses’ 


‘wounded. The policy of conciliating the 
kulak had reached its limits 

‘The kulak danger was acute because 
there were signs that imperialism was con- 
sidering ltervention. The Locarno Pact 
(October 1925) between the leading Euro- 
pean nations confirmed the isolation of the 
USSR. In 1927 the anti-Soviet forces 
gathered momentum: in May; the Soviet 
trade mission in London was raided and 
diplomatic relations were broken off: in 
October the Soviet Ambassador to France 
was expelled.” 

creasingly threatened by imperialism, 
the USSR was as isolated as it had been in 
1917, No other revolutionary movements 
had been successful; with the major excep- 
tion of Germany, the revolutionary move- 
‘ment in the advanced industrial countries 
was very weak; and national liberation 
‘movements were only just emerging, 


COLLECTIVISATION: TWO STEPS 
FORWARD 


Tnasmuch as messrs. the imperialists have 
not so far decided to attack us directly, we 
‘must ullise this moment for a decisive ad- 
vance in the economic development and 
collectivisation of millions of peasant 
households.” (Speech by Molotov 15 Nov- 
ember 1929). 

‘The Bolsheviks resolved to attack on 
two fronts: to expropriate the kullaks, us- 
ing force if necessary, and to collectivise 
agriculture; and to rapidly build up larze- 
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fundamental importance.’ 


* . . ifwe assess the significance of collectivisation as a whole in consolidating 
socialism in the countryside, it was in the final analysis a transformation of 


This isthe fist ofa three part commentary on Mikhail Gorbachev's Report on the 
Oth Anniversary of the October Revolution, a speech given on 2 November (page 
‘references are from the translation in Soviet Weekly 7 November 1987). 

Gorbachev re-examined some ofthe most crucial episodes in the history ofthe 
USSR from 1917-41. This was not for academic reasons, but because many ofthe 
problems encountered by the USSR then exist today: the relationship between the 
USSR and imperialism; socialism and democracy; andthe rote ofthe part. This rst 
article examines the question ofcollectivisation, 

Every successtul revolution in a predominantly peasant country (eg Nicaragua) 
{faces the same problem as the USSR didin 1917, so the Soviet experience is also 
directly relevant tothe oppressed nations today. 


CLASS WAR A 


Crass enemies of the frst five year pian including hulak, priest, Menshevik and rich landowner. From a poster. 1930 


scale heavy industry. 

‘The programme of collectivisation was 

announced on 7 November 1929; 10 days 
later, a plenum of the Central Committee 
appealed for 25,000 politically experienc 
ced industrial workers to goto the country- 
Side to assist the process of collectivisa- 
tion. Over 70,000 workers volunteered, 
and by the end of 1919 some 27,000 had 
been selected by party commissions. 
The process was forced through at a 
eat pace, On the eve of collectivisation, 
ve farms covered litle more than 
UG of the cultivated area. Within three 
‘months 57.6% of peasant houscholds had 
been collectivised. It was recognised that 
as the process had been too hasty ~ about 
halfofthe collective farms were dishanded, 
and the process carried out more thor 
‘oughly. It was essentially achieved by the 
‘end of 1931 when 52.7% of the peasant 
households and 67.8% of the crop area 
‘was collectivised. This effected the de- 
struction of the kulaks as a class. 

‘But the kulaks took their revenge. Inthe 
same period, they slaughtered nearly 
third ofthe cattle, half the sheep and goats 
sand 2 quarter ofthe horses 

While recognising that * ...n0 other 
course could be taken... "(py column). 
Gorbachev is critical ofthe *. .. excesses 
which] occurred in carrying out collectiv- 
isation ... "(pv column’), which, he con- 
siders, were the consequence the 
erroneous “theory” of an aggravation of 
the class struggle in the course of socialist 
‘construction. (pvi column 1) 


But surely the (unnamed) author of this 
theory (Stalin) was correct when he argued 
that: "Imorder to oust the kulaks.as class 
the resistance of this class must be smash- 
cd in open hattle and it must be deprived of 
the productive sources of is existence and 
development ...* (CW 12 pl89). What 
else could have been done in the circum: 
stances? 

A the time, Stalin halted the process of 
collectivisation after three months, be- 
‘cause some comrades ha adopteda wrong, 
approach to the middle peasant by using 
coercion and depriving him of political 

ghts. He also criticised * .. distortions 

bureaucratic decreasing ofthe collec 
ce farm movement... . unworthy threats 
inst the peasants “(CW12 p208, p20), 

‘Why did this happen? In my view it was 
ecause the Bolsheviks unleashed a poor- 
peasant movement against the kulaks 
which, owing tothe qualitative and quanti 
tative weakness of the forces artheir dispo- 
‘sal, they could not always control. 

On the eve of collectivisation, there was 
only one peasant Communist Party mem- 
ber in every 12S peasant households. The 
25,000 communist workers sent into the 
countryside were a drop in the peasant 
‘ocean — | worker for every 5,200 rural 
hhabitants. Given the hatred felt by the 
landless labourers and poor peasants 
against the kulaks, given the overwhelm- 
ing necessity of rapid collectivisation, 
given the inadequacy of the Bolshevik 
forces —is it surprising that there were cx- 
ses and distortions? 


‘No other 
course 

could be 
taken...’ 


COLLECTIVISATION 


‘THE FIRST FIVE YEAR PLAN 
ed 


‘The April-May 1929 Plan envisaged the 
rapid expansion of the. basic industries — 
stcel, coal and electricity. The annual 
growth rate for industry was to be between 
17.5% and 21.5%. This breakneck pace 
made no economic sense, but was dictated 
by the political reason givenby Stalin: We 
are fifty ora hundred years behind the ad- 
vanced countries, We must make good this 
distance in ten years. Either we do $0, ot 
we shall go under.” (Speech of 4 February 
1931, CW 12p40), 

‘The first plan (completed in four years) 
was a colossal success: electricity produc 
tion rose 165%, iron 88%, and steel 47%. 
‘The numberof workersemployed inlarge- 
scale industry rose by 108%. 

‘Within 3% years the Soviet Union moy- 
ed from fifth to third place inthe world for 
volumeof industrial production. While the 
Soviet Union surged forward with 
_growth inindustrial production of 86% be- 
tween 1928-31, the capitalist world was in 
the gripof the Great Depression, with pro- 
duction falling by 29%, massive unem- 
ployment and wage cuts, 

By contrasttothe birth of industry under 
capitalism, based on the plunder of the col- 
fonies and the super-exploitation of the 
working class, the USSR had neither col- 
‘onies (unlike Britain), for forced loans (Ger- 
many) nor cheap immigrantlabour (USA). 

Despite the priority of building heavy 
industry, every effort was made to in- 
crease cultural and social provisions for 
the working class, 17% of the total expen- 
diture was earmarked for education, muni- 
cipal services and housing 

“The 8 hour day (6 hours for miners) es- 
tablished by the November 1922 Labour 
‘Code was not only maintained, but in Fact 
reduced to 7 hours at the end of 1929 
Other social provisions, suchas retirement 
at 60 for men (50 for miners) and 55 for 
women, were farinadvanceof any capital: 
istcountry a that date 

Gorbachev refers to these achievements 
as... labour exploit of epoch-making 
significance, an exploit of liberated 
labour, an exploit of the Bolshevik Par- 
ty." (pv column 2). Yet, her argues, the 
methods of struggle were impermissible: 

the gross political erors and abuses 
committed by [Stalin] and by those around 
him, for which our people paid a heavy 
price and which had grave consequences 
forthe life of our society." (pvi column 1), 

‘Could the Soviet Union have made its, 
giant stride forward in any other way? Did 
‘Trotsky and the Opposition offer a cred 
ible alternative? What lay behind the 
purges and show trials ofthe 1930s? 

‘These questions will form Part 2 ofthis 
series; Part 3 will analyse the position of 
the Soviet Union in the current period. 


PATRICKNEWMAN | 


FRFl invites readers’ comments. 


HANDS OFF IRELAND! 


Activities 
Roundup 


© As well asholding a series of forumson 
Ireland FRFThas continued to organise wc- 
tivities in suppor of the framed Irish pris 
‘nets, A street meeting was held with the 
WRP/Workers Press in Kilburn, Over 100 
copies of the new Free the Framed Irish 
Prisoners. pamphlet and 80 FRFI were 
sold. In solidarity with the Birmingham 6, 
‘two public meetings were held on I and 2 
December in Archway and Brixton. Sha- 
ron Raghip, wife of Engin framed Broad- 
water farm prisoner) was guest speaker 
in Brixton. Speaking at an RCG public 
meeting in Birmingham, “Maggie Mell- 
kenny. called for a ‘massive physical 
presence” at the Old Bailey on the-day 
the Birmingham 6 judgement is deliv- 
ered. She is the daughter of Richard 
Melikenny, one of the six. Geraldine 
Egan, Birmingham Trades Council and 
‘Terry O'Halloran also spoke. 


© The Manchester Martyrs March, held 
annually forthe past 120 years, was bann- 
‘ed by Manchester police and the Labour 
City Council, The organising committee 
decided to 0 ahead with a rally despite 
threats from the Orange Lodge and Na- 
tional Front. The RCG supported this 
decision and on 22 November three hun- 
dred people attended including. the H- 
Block Martyrs Bank from ‘Glasgow. 
Speakers included VMDC, IRSP, Man- 
chester Martyrs Committee and IFM. The 
event, despite the ban, would have been 
significantly bigger if, following the ban, 
the Troops Out Movement and Sinn Fein 
‘had not withdrawn their support fromthe 
‘event — the later on theygrounds that it was 
not broad enough: 


(© On Monday 7 Deceniber the RCG held 
a ‘Hands Off Sinn Fein’ picket outside 
Downing Street to protest against the 
raids, arrests and detentions of Sinn Fein 
councillors and others launched in Ireland. 
30 people attended the protest which was 
addressed by FREI, WRP/Workers Press, 
Irish Freedom Movement and members of 
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group. 


With One 
Voice 


Just as the British and Irish ruling 
class used Enniskillen as an excuse 
toattack the Republican Movement, 
So did the British left. 

‘The bombing on Sunday of the Remem- 
brance Day ceremony in Enniskillen was 
hotrific. No socialist supports the random 
Killing of individuals.” Socialist Worker. 
14 November 1987), 

atcertain times in history. Protestant 

workers have fought alongside Catholic 
‘workers... . Ifthe impasse is to be broken. 
in Ireland, then this potential of Protest- 
‘ant workets will have to be realised 
Viewed from a Protestant outlook, En- 
niskillen can only be held to be a sectarian 
attack." (Socialist Worker Review, Dec 
‘ember 1987. 

“The latest atrocity underlines the bank- 
rupley of the IRA approach. It leaves Brit- 
ish imperialism intact and wreaks carnage 
against innocent civilians ... British im- 
‘perialism will only be forced to leave Ire~ 
land when it is confronted by a united, 
‘mass opposition to colonial occupation 
backed by solidarity action in Britsin 
That opposition cannot be restricted to the 
Catholic minority... . Approaches must 
be extended to the Protestant workers.” 
(Morning Star, 10 November 1987) 
Enniskillen will make it harder to raise 
even simple demands like « ban on plastic 
bullets, or the repeal of the more outrag- 
ous parts of the emergency legislation. It 
willlessen the chances for the Birmingham 
6 to get justice.” (Seven Days, paper of 
Communist Party) 


The ground for this operation was care- 
fully laid. On 15 November Sir Jack Her- 
mon RUC Chief Constable, issued 
widely-publicised stafement thst the IRA 
was poised to make a major attack on the 
army/RUC. Rumours that three shiploads 
of Libyan weapons had reached the IRA 
were given prominent coverage. How- 
ever, the targeting of the 23 November 
‘aids showed clearly thatthe two govern- 
‘ments’ real aim isto disrupt and eriminal- 
ise Sinn Fein and all nationalist political 
activists. 

In the Twenty Six Counties Sinn Fein 
sand An Phoblacht/Republican News offi- 
‘ees in Dublin were raided by armed gardai 
“searching for arms" In the AP/RN offi- 
es, jourmalists’files and sackloads of pho- 
tographs were confiscated, Two staff were 
arrested and charged with assault. In the 
Sinn Fein office large amounls of Titera- 
ture were seized and Special Branch offi- 
cers copied out lists of branches and mem- 


bers attending a seminar in County Clare 


*... internment is now a live option and will, wheniif it is intro- 
duced, be more likely on 2 32-County basis.’ 


Gerry Adams 


The relevance of Gerry Adams’ warning was shown on 23 November 
when the British and Twenty Six County army and police conducted a 
huge military operation north and south of the border, Inthe Twenty 
Six Counties a force of over 7,000 conducted searches and raids af- 
fecting thousands of people and lasting several days. Inthe Six Coun- 
ties there were raids in Derry, Belfast, Strabane, Armagh and Tyrone. 
Dozens of Sinn Fein activists were arrested both north and south. 
Under cover of the anti-Republican atmosphere generated by the En- 
niskillen bombing, the British and Twenty Six County governments 
have embarked on large scale repression and the target is the Repub- 


lican Movement. 
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were arrested and held for 7 hours. In 
Donegal large numbers of homes were 
‘aided including those of former H-Block 
activists and even Independent Fianna Fail 
TD Neil Blancy’s home was raided. In 
other bonder areas, hundreds of homes and 
farms were searched. The office of the 
Irish Anti-Extradition Committee in Dub- 
lin was raided as were the homes of anti- 
extradition campaigners. The widespread 
raw, part of whose aim was information- 
‘gathering, included journalists, trade 
Unionists and others. In one case a raid 
proved fatal ~ 77 year old Brigid Sweeney 
‘died — the day after a raid on her home, 
Inthe Six Counties over 40 republicans, 
including five Sinn Fein councillors, were 
arrested under the PTA in dawn raids. 
Dozens of homes inthe Six Counties were 
raided and several homes in Belfast were 
seriously damaged. So intent were the 
British government on arresting promi- 
‘ent republicans that Sinn Fein councillor 
‘Alex Maskey (recuperating from wounds 
received in a loyalist assassination at- 


emp() was arrested under the PTA as he 
passed through Heathrow afer a holiday 
‘On2 December Sinn Fein councillor Mar- 
tin McGuinness was arrested, Sinn Fein 
councillor Mitchell McLaughlin was 
assaulted by the RUC whilst in custody 
‘Haughey"s government no doubt hoped 
fo use the raids to create anti-Rep- 
ublican witch-hunt which would under- 
‘mine opposition to the Extradition Act. In 
the event, the: Act Was passed with Fine 
Gael support by making two very minor 
amendments: the Trish Attorney General 
will vet extradition warrants from Britain 


and the Act will be reviewed in a year. 


Even these meaningless ‘safeguards’ 
aroused a stormy response from Thatchef: 
Haughey was forced to grovel and assure 
hr that the Act would work satisfactorily, 
ie that Irish republicans would be handed 
‘over tothe British courts without any prob- 
Tems, 

‘The realities of extradition were graph- 
ically shown inthe cases of Paul Kane and 
Dermot Finucane, two republican ¢scap- 
es from Long Kesh, recaptured during 
the police sweep in the South. Extradition 
‘warrants were issued by the RUC but in 


;~« North and South: 


new stage of repressior 


z 
@ 
tes 
RUC waiting for internment 
Kane's case contained mistakes. The I 
court was therefore forced to release hi 
Although technically free he was pursu 
by a huge force of troops and gardai a 
several hours later they forced his car 
the road, Bruised and mud-covered, 
‘was arrested for ‘assault. This charge 
ccnough for the court to hold him while n 
extradition warrants were issued, So mu 
for Irish law. 

‘There are no limits to the lengths 
which the Twenty Six County puppet 
ime will now go to serve their imperial 
‘masters, The full meaning of the Ang 
Irish Act is clear: carefully co-0 
‘epression aimed at smashing the Repub 
can Movement north and south. 


LIVINGSTONE ISOLATED 


Labour Party— 


reactionary to the core 


Following the Enniskillen bombing, Neil Kinnock and the Labour Par- 
ty rushed to join the condemnation of the IRA. As usual the Labourites 
ignored Britain’ sresponsibility for the partition of ireland and the dis 
crimination against nationalists because the Labour Party itself has 
Jong history of attacks on the Irish people. Kinnock dusted off his ‘dy- 
ing for my country’ phrasebook to pledge once again Labour's eternal 
devotion to British imperialism. He accused the IRA of ‘vicious 
cowardice’ and claimed that British forces in Ireland were simply 
fighting for freedom which the Republican movement was trying to 


destroy. 

‘On his vist to Ireland he said there was no 
‘question of the Labour Party having any 
links with Sinn Fein (although of course he 
did meet prominent Unionists) and he cau- 
tioned Prime Minister Haughey against 
using the extradition issue to try to get 
reforms of Diplock courts. The Guardian 
applauded Labour's “impeccable reaction” 
to Enniskillen. Having boosted his popu- 
larity with the ruling class Kinnock was 
doubly furious when Kea Livingstone 
stood out against the Labour Party’s reac- 
tionary chauvinism, 

He compared the struggle there to ear- 
licr colonial wars by British imperialism: 
*As with all other colonial situations we 
have been involved in, Britain will even- 


tually go". He said that “the decision to re- 
‘main in reland while maintaining asectar- 
jan state in the North, has cost lives and 
undermined the democracy of Britain and 
Ireland.” Livingstone had commitied an 
‘unforgivable sin in the eyes of the Labour 
Party: he had told the truth about Ireland. 

Kinnock react with new levels of hys- 
teria saying thatthe Irish strugale was nota 
colonial situation and thatthe IRA was just 
‘a few hundred gangsters’. The Labour 
Party thea orchestrated a vicious cam. 
paign against Livingstone. Kevin Mc- 
Namara, Labour's spokesman on Ireland, 
weighed in by calling for support for 


‘Kea Livingstone 


the sectarian RUC. He stressed Labour's 
Joyalty by recalling that their party confer- 
‘ence has consistently voted against British 
withdrawal. Indeed even to announce a 
date for withdrawal would, he maintained, 
Jead to civil war. But he said this did not 
‘amount to a bipartisan policy because 
Labour "had a different attiude to civil 
liberties’ What 2 nerve coming from a 
party which unleashed the British army in 
1969 and introduced the racist Prevention 
of Terrorism A. 

Indeed Mr McNamara’s credentials for 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! JANUARY 1984 


becoming Labour's spokesman on Irel 
include comparing the IRA and INLA 
“rapists, burglars and murderers’ ands 

ng in 1983 thatthe PTA was notaltoget 
necessary because ‘Ordinary decent 
pers using ordinary decent potice meth 
apprehended those esponsible forthe B 
tningham outrages’. Those ordinary 
cent methods used against the Birmingh 
6 included: beatings. perjury, intimin 
tion threats and torture, 

Nor Was this campaign against Livi 
stone limited to the leadership. Al 
Labour Co-ordinating Commitee meet 
Scan Rogers accused Livingstone of“ 
ing blood on his hands". The meeting pa 
eda motion condemning Enniskillen 
calling for the ostracism of those adi 
cating ‘terrorism’. The PLP reaffimn 
its support forthe Anglo-Irish Agreem: 
and unification by consent. Labour cou 
cillors in Leicester cancelled a fact-fids 
visit 10 the Six Counties. At a Labs 
meeting in Westminster described a 
“wil” of Livingstone's views he cx 
under attack from not only the right-wi 
butalso such “lef figures as Martin Fs 
nery and Clare Short. 

Kinnock’s stance will lead to increas 
repression in Ireland, Thatcher has 
ready been encouraged to demand 4 
party support for the renewal ofthe PT 
‘The Labourcontrolled Association 
Metropolitan Authorities has declared 
support fortis, Ken Livingstone deser 
credit for defying the attacks on hien 3 
the Republican movement. But the qo 
tion ishow much can he achieve within’ 
corrupt and pro-imperiaist Labour Par 
‘Those who think he represents a grow 
current ia the Labour Party should ha 
hud their eves opened by the latest even 


REVIEWS 


False hope, false freedom 


lation between imperialist econ- 
lerests andthe repression and 


Guatemala: False Hope, False Freedom. James Painter, Latin 
America Bureau, 1987, pp160, £4.95. 

Soft Drink, Hard Labour, Guatemalan workers take on Coca-Cola 
ie. Gatehouse and M.A. Reyes, Latin America Bureau, 1987, 
pp44, £0.95. 


"To be a trade unionist in Guate- 
mala isto risk one's life", For the ex: 
istence of a powerful trade union 
movement is an anathema to the rul 


{ng elite and army- In this situation 
the basic democratic right of the 
‘working class to organise autono- 
‘mousy becomes a revolutionary ac- 
tivity. The employers were quite 
prepared to use death squads. 10 
aseassinate leading trade unionists in 
‘the hope of breaking the workers’ 
‘organisation. 

‘When this failed the company 
‘began asset stripping with the even- 
tual aim of closing down the factory 
in 1984 hut the workers in STEGAC 
launched a. year long sit im which 
‘with strong support from other trade 
tunions in Guatemala. and. interna- 
tionally was able to force Coca Cola 
te rethink, ‘The pamphlet has a 
preface by Ron Todd, Gen Sec of 
‘TGWU, which suggests that British 
trade unions played a major role in 
the international campaign of soli 
arity, In fact in comparison 10 
‘workers in Norway, lily, Austria, 
Mexico, Denmark und Sweden who 
took or threatened industrial action 
at Coca Cola plants efforts in Brittin 
were restricted to messages of pro- 
test and limited financial ai. 

The lessons which can be drawn 
fom the struggle are many but in 


f= 1986 the people of Guatemala saw of independence; andl the mostly 
se end of 32 Years of virtually un-American multinationals and banks. 
broken military rule when the Chris- 

fan Democnt leader, Vinicio Cer- ‘Plots the size of grav 
cro, swept into office with a large Eduardo Galeano. 
ssority, This was trumpeted by the 

ES Sine department ae ‘the fn 


te department "the nal mc and coca relations and these 
ee lishment of wertul sectors have United YO En 


eer ia: False Hope, False ‘ite that land i distribated and used 
Freedom looks atthe reality behind 2¢cording to their own needs, The 
Se international propoganda war to Gustmalun bourgeoisie monopois- 
sralyse the economic and political ¢ the best ar = other 
FC meseapces resources whilst peasant farmers are 
Gets up of Guatemalan esP0NeS Freed srviveon plot land too 
onfrat the powerful vesedtw- sll Yo support them. Crops pro- 
retevhichcomtolhediebution Suen te then amu ll fr export 
consumption nf the nation's Vi| US multinationals. 
hua a ‘Another thread of the repression 
Nowhere in Latin America isthe of the people les inthe racial ivi 
Euifferween Fichand poor so acute, 08s, which are reflected in the 
ee between rich and por so wom Gprbution of wealth, As in South 
Scrwhicining. The 19KT UNICER Aiea the wealthy Landinos use 
Rport The Siate of the World's '8ce to justify the degrading im 
Seren eae the hag man existence they iaict on te 
fom of a number of social indicators Indian majority (for whom life ex- 
for Latin America: highest Witeracy Pectancy is 16 years less on 
Eee, lowest average birth weight, @VET#EC?. 
jowest percentage of children med 
Estion. Yet Guatemala is not a poor 
peer G caacee ree ape clwfation Democracy peste te molly of oe 
eer an, oi and mineral depos- a ily oo 
Ssandarclatively welldevelopedin- “tt wasinthiscontextthat Cerezo was ' Guatemala has repeated the US in- dustrial workers. Although heavily ‘In Guatemala Coca Cola is erful multinationals to defeat the 


Land isthe key to Guatemala’s econ- 


osirial base lected in 1986 and the book neatly spired pattern set by Honduras and attacked the people have organ- @ name for murder’ ‘workers’ organisation stands as an 

© The masses in Guatemala are suf- details the constraints both internal El Salvador. ised themselves in the Guatems- inspiration to many others in similar 
ing this grinding poverty ot and external which have prevented lan National Revolutionary Unity For sine years the workers at the circumstances in Latin America 

tseof natal canditisButasa the CDP from instigating any fun- _Thebankruplcy of Christian Dem- (URNG), ‘Coca Cola batting plant in Guate- Both these publications from the 


sit of the dowifnation of the damental reforms Ikely to bring ocricy is obvious, Real peace and “Our people are posed to make mala City carcied on an historic Latin America Bureau ae useful and 
ny by three powerful vested relic for the poor. Te get imo office democracy can only be based on a new advances because they have struggle agsinst the local manage- moving accounts swhich leave the 
M5 who benefit from the ex- Cefezo had to agree hot fo institute radical transformation of economic already set out on a journey fll of spent, the multinational Coca Cola reader inno doubt thatthe enemy of 
ing. order, ‘These are the small agrarian eformand hase the sec~ structures, most. importantly far painbutalso full offrope ... Noone Corp. and the Guatemalan security the downtrodden peoples of Gunte- 
vamalan Landino (ofmined Eur- uty forces, free 10 continue the reaching agrarian reform. What the will bold them hack because they forces forthe right to organise ina mala, a elsewhere in Latin Amer~ 
ivand Indian descent elite hs- systematic oppression of any op. book fails topoin cots that this will havecome to realisethatthe solution trade union. Soft Drink, Hard Lab- ica, isthe whole imperialist system 
Tistoricaly oncoffee production: position forees.which-fesulted in only be achieved by revolutionary is noc inthe hands ofthe oppressors our shows how the batle was much of exploitation as much as the local 
ecurity forces originally tuin- 00,000 deaths end many moredisap- change-hased on the waited action of but in their own hands". Rigoberta more than a simple sconomic strug~ bourgeoisie. 
by the US but now with ducgice pearances in the carly 80s. In this the peasantry and the urban in- Manchu, peasant! leader fle demonstrating as it did the te Andy Pacey 


SS S| 
if ported by communists in the op- times of resistance, have solidarised THEATRE 
mene con 
cea, Set 
Deeeeecs See 
eceteee seecso oes 
a ‘over by taking a tough line ~ “taking the street! The RCP/IFM have a sec- 
@ ris ar sides with Inish freedom fighters’ tarian attitude to the question of 
Sse ee Gays ney Sem 4 
Ses Seve cs | @ State conspiracy 


the window go campaigns against anti-imperialist force which would 


ee eae ee ee 
edition. Junius Publications, 1987, pp 308, £4.95. ‘The ‘man in the street” is the RCP/ union movement, together with any- ‘ 


TENG phrase for te Laboor snd. one opposed to indvsoal pecs of 
Talcodoa wveweat-menbersof —mperalist oppression. The RCP! 5 
Fae isk War azos to expose ‘all — cies forces fighting imperialist op- which So have s backward poltcal [FM tly allthis colows to | The Pub Bombers, by Jemes O’Brien atthe Village Theatre 
the myths’ and to put “the case for pression. The victory of the national consciousness but are likely to re- changing opinion within the bank- Cricklewood, London, 10-19 November 1987. 
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Bs). His vevoltonsry conron- Sir Fany tht mary ocr | them pob mings in 1974 The the hori weatem te en he 
Bes the dette on the coon tan te boll and teretocecriteem | Seting of te py is. stark and unequivocally on the police, sod 
Ge «truly Alvircand Forum war Of Labouris unwelcome THs sa | nighsnarsh. Thetighing alesis expen the forensic evidence Of 
Beeoncd ud falsified by te Kish gy w wrong and docs wot work it | Getwoen larng.‘begumness and fered by the sate as toilly fal 
=a iiss astrty movement tere | simmornna darter: wrantacaseof em. Anyone watctieg the py 
Bercy repeats hse les. Mons cem the cours ofthe Labour Pay, | stscope ighs 0 emphasise the made aware ofthe compiracy of be 
Sees Biter expeence ha shown that the | atmosphere of confusion during the stato frame the men 
tans selene gt te ae Labour Pury incapable of eng | dctenton of he sis en, owever, te polvial ait 
Bear onocaie arugsic of the tatranperialst The Latour Com | Toesttmen he police thejudges cance ofthe Birmingham frame-ups 
people when it erties Sian raltoctn feladhas often cacioed | and lawyers ad peson warders are ispaxsad over, Novhete ih) 
fom platforms and iiiawesthe | payed y alos sentially dressed is tere a realisation hat rae Ups 
oppressed and al forces tothe eh, | Sad withwhtood faces. Tey shout are systematically wo aginst the 
Sing w sk seal consen: | extracs rome wiesssuicments rsh sormuniy¥y Ye Betish state, 


hich includes only those to its | of the six men which form the book indeed the play says the shock of 

1. The review of The Irish War | by Chris Mullin, Erraroffudgement bombings. and widespread. disgust 

Trish War have this, ten, in | as well as reproducing scenes fram made the police lose their heads in a 
‘both narrow the scope of | the police station, the remand prison desperate search forthe culprits. 


ovement. The Irish War. | and the cour. Despite obvious. political. weak- 
ts ridiculous ultrarleft post- | — The play follows the events from nesses the play remains a well exec- 
excludes everyone to its ‘right’ | the bombings through 10 the convic- uted and nevessary reminder of the 


card Trotskyist 
= Thetis, criticism of ana 


Si iteration movement for not and the 4P/RN review excludes | tions. portraying the nightmare that events that Jed to the convictions of 
communist. National Iibers- ‘everyone 40 the left of the Labour | ayeriopk the men when they tried to six Irishmen for bombings they did 

pee marvements such as the Repub- Party board the ferry to Irsland for a not conumit 
= Movement are alliances of Gary Clapton | funeral, To scenes of frightening Ann Burrows 


Vs © FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! JANUARY 1988 


@ AWISE DECISION 


Dear FREI, 
[note that na recent sue of FREL 
‘you announced that FRET was not 
‘going weekly but remaining monthly. 

Tam writing to congratulate you on a 
very wise decision, FRFTis the best 
Jett paper in Britain and being a 
‘monty contributes to this. The eft 
press cannot begin to compete with the 
bourgevis media for treatment of 
evenisasthey happen. Fit attempts to 
dos, itbecomes a pale shadow af the 
Economist or Financial Ties. What 
itcan provide's that element of 
analysis, rounding up evens and going 
that liglebitdeeper. And beeause the 
left is goided by Marxism ican reveal 
‘the essential car of events and 
‘mention the unmentionable ~ th 
‘conspiracy agsinst the working class 
Which isthe reality of modern politics. 
the left goes weekly. all thatedge 
ses, Theantcles areonly drawing on 
the media, and there isu ime for 
sober reflection to get tht fide deeper 
into evens 

{used to rea the RCP's Next Sep 
with great interes thinking many af 
the articles really interesting, despite 
political disagreements. Now that itis 
shanty no longer the level bas 
dropped andl one learns nothing 

Ifyou have extra resources you 
should put them ino expanding FRFL 
ta 24 or 26 pages or produce 
supplements or produce weekly news 
shgets~ the MDC has produced. 
excellent two or four page hand outs. 
Local news shets for Manchester or 
the Bust End of London would provide 
something Frequent und they would 
hhave an edge in being local or 
specialized eg. in Sit Lankan afi. 
estwishes 
Dr AN May 
Manchester 


Dear FRE, 

‘Congratulations on your decision not 
‘embark ons farnighily newspaper. 
‘The plethora of Testes’ papers 
in Britain isin many Ways.a wasted ef= 
fort, Qut herein Australia also the 
production ofa newspaper appears to 
be seen almost as iiemph in and of 
itself; Much better to put resoure 

‘o real siuggles out of which support 
‘would grow forestended newspaper 
publishing. 

ABidgood 

“Australia 


@ WELSH 
SEPARATISM 


Dear Comrades, 
Readers of FFT may be interest to 
Dear about yt another example of the 
hypocrisy of the AAM leadership. 
‘Wales AAM held a demonstration in 
Canliff on 24 October‘ support of" 
the national demonstration in London 
cnthe same day but organised under 
theslogan Free the children’ rather 
than “Sanctions Now’. Deeside AA 
‘group docided to organise a coach to 
the London demonstration in 
‘conjunction with the Chester group, 
since we took the view tha we could 
‘mobilise more people fr that emo 
than forthe one in Cadi, On3 
(October two member of Deeside AA 
sroupatended a ‘Che Guevara 
Freedom Festival’ in Mold at which 
Hanif Bhamjee, secretary of Welsh 
"AM, was one ofthe speakers 
‘Anumber of leaflets advertising the 
Deeside/Chester AA coach to London 
‘were distribute. Atthe end of his 
speech Bhamjee referred othe Cardi 
demo, He went on to say tht leaflets 
hd een distributed urging people 10 
attend he London demo bt these 
shouldbe ignored and everyone 
presen should goto the Cardiff demo. 
‘Thus while it was ostensibly called “in 
support of the London dem, the 
(Cardiff demo was clearly seen by 
Bhamjec himself es competing wit it. 
So there youhave it: Welsh AAM's 


24 Qctober ego trip in Canis OK, 
‘but City AA group's picker ofthe 
South A rican embassy is declared to 
be ‘iviive” and counter 
productive’ 

‘Yours in Comradeship 

Paul Bellis 

Secretary, Deeside AA group, 
(personal eapacity) 


= CRY FREEDOM. 
CRY SECTARIANISM 


Dear FREI 
‘On 16 December a gala performance 
‘of Cry Freedom was on in Leeds. We 
‘went o sel and petition andthe 
response was s0 good even the cinema 
‘manageress came out and signed. 

‘When three woman members of 
Leeds AM came to leaflet they did 
‘their utmost to ignore us — you'd have 
thought we offered them poison not 
"Non-Stop Agzinst Apartheid” 

Five minutes befoce the filma Rolls 
Royce pled up and Str Richard At- 
tenbourgh emerged. He signed the Ci- 
ty AA petition forthe release of 
Nelson Mandela 

Twas, too much for Leeds AAM 
and they called ita day. Their 
‘boundless sectarianism never called it 
aday. The following night a theie 
vigil for detained children in South 
‘Africa, Francis Bernstein, Labour 
Party Member, told FREI supporter 
Gonlon to ‘move along” and stop 
‘poncing on this demonstration’ he was 
told to stop selling FRFT and was 
refused an AAM petition 
Gordon/Auriel 
Leeds'Bradford ROG 


m KEEN READER 


(On 15 December I was collecting 
signatures on FRET's "Boycott Apar- 
theid! Release Nelson Mandela Now!” 
petition. A man asked fora copy of 
FRFIT2. He could give me his mame 
and address —how about signing the 
patition? ~ and I would send him one. 
No, he had signed ie many times, but 
‘would give is details un a piece of 
paper. Fine, I said; which aspects of 
‘ur work ws he imerested in? “Anti- 
‘Apartheid’, he replied. I pointed out 
that he could always get FRET atthe 
[Non-Stop Picket 

Imagine my sorprise to find out that 
he was Seumas Milne, AAM lap-dog. 
tnd hack journalist, responsible For 
vietous attacks on City Group in The 
Guardian, contributing wits disaf- 
filiation from the AAM. 1 wondered 
how many times he had signed the 
petition 

‘asked him if he would ike to buy a 
copy of South Africa: Britain owt of 
Apartheid: Apartheid out of Britain. i 
had plenly of information about City 
‘Group, Lexplained. He did tuy one, 
saying ‘that's a good idea’. 

‘Aneven better idea would be if te 
Milne learned how: to write objective 
ly, without recourse to sectarian slurs 
and rumour-mongering 

Hmmm - 

Virman Man 
Soath London RCG 


@ UNION BAN 
DEFEATED 


Dear FRFL 
(On Tuesday 17 November Manchester 
University FRE Society held an open 
‘meeting inthe university on Ireland 
ith speakers from the RCG and 
‘Manchester Martyrs, despite attempts 
by the righ win students union fo ban 


one ofthe most aia in the country 
Opposing successive ving Tory 
‘Waddington. This as ow changed 
withtheriamph oft ight he 
vise of ing apolitical” who are 


LETTERS 


FRFI welcomes letters from readers. Please send 
them to FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX. 


seeking to wipe out the influcace ofthe 
left. This has included bans om the sale @ INFORMATION 
‘offeft wing newspapers inthe Union | FROM PRISONERS, 
ad suspension of progressive 
soci bigs PLEASE... 
(00 16 Novem they informed the | Dear Comrades, 
[FRET Society hat we could nochavea | Weare at present engaged in 
speaker from he Maschester Martyrs. | gathering informatio about legal 
Commie at oor meting inthe proceedings which have been pur 
union They blockade th main Sued by prisoners agains prison ad- 
sraace an the doors ofthe meeting. | ministration a Ireland and Britain. 
room with secunty ma, Weare particularly interested in 
‘Webrought our speakcrthrough the | those cases which sought to 
trackentraaceandimothe meeting | challenge 
room. Then Derek Draper, Labour | (2)Ralings made by the administra- 


Party, threatened motto recognise the 
RFT society. We discussed the 


ton “in the interests of security, 
‘g00d order and discipline’, and (2) 


We need £10,000 Now! 


We have raised £ 1,904.40. Special thanks to 


Jules, Xen Hughes, and Susan and Helen forthe 
nelp withthe jumble sale. 

‘We stil have £3,095.60 to raise, Last month 
missed reaching our monthly target by £400. 
[Mako it your New Year's resolution to give a 
regular donation to our fighting fund. 


& I SUPPORT THE £10,000 FUND DRIVE + 
Nenciose £. donation 


Ipledge £___ monthly (Please sond me a 
standing order form) 
| want. copies of each issue of FRFI to sell each 
month. 
| want to help organise fundraising events 
Phone 


i 


Mahe cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and retur 
this form to FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3KX 


The Immigration Bill ee 
& Nationality Act TO THEBEST ANTI. 
IMPERIALIST NEWSPAPER 
No to British pass laws oe 
waa sana To FIGHT RACISM! 
re Staton Community Centre 5 
eacunne FIGHT IMPERIALISM 
Initoaspeakers Frances elle, | | Supseription rates: 


praca © Britain (nc Ireland): £25 


Lee ea Ma for 6 issues, £6 for 12 issues 
SESS © Overseas (inc Republic of 
January 7.30pm. |_| Ireland) — surface PPR: £8 for 

Peckham Settiement, Goldsmith Road] | issues, £13 for 12 issues 
‘London SE15 © Overseas — airmail PPR: £f 


‘Speakers: Chris Randall immigration 
lawyer, Viman Man RCS 


for 6 issues, £13 for 12 issue 
© iceland ~ tetor rate senied 
£6 for 6issues, £13 for 12, 


‘Thutsoay 21 issues 
Church of Ascension (Sanctuary) | | £18 SPECIAL DEAL: receive: 
oyoe Rd, Hulme ‘our publications (FRA, books, 
Speakers: Via Mendis, pamphlets) for 1 year for £15 
‘Barbara Ahmed, RCG 
Ea ‘Make cheques/POs payable t 
(P Tuesday 9 February 7.30pm Larkin Publications, Add £5 f 
Asien Women's entre, taut Ra | | foreign currency cheques. 
‘Manningham, Bradford 8 Overseas rates given are for 
‘Speaters VirjMendisDefence | | printed paper reduced ate an 
‘Campaign, ROG. othersimvited | | are unsealed I you wish your 
‘Aission 50p/250 ‘mailto be sealed please let us 
‘Formacentarmation wet Bracord | | 00M and We Wl 
FR coSradontResource Conve, 31 | | siform you of te era cost 
“Manor Row, Bractord 1 a alae 
For details ofmectings in Yor, Leeds) __ wish to substnbe to FRF be 
‘Bangor, iemingham, Neweaste, | sing with sue 
‘iesgom, Dundee, Edinburgh 
‘witetorFRFLBCMBoxs903° || Name 
‘London WCAN KX ey 


TORCHLIGHT 


PROCESSION ne ae 
= | enclose payment of £ 
‘Assemble 7pm Hackney Police | | for tesuesitt5 ¢ 
‘Station, Lower Clapton Road ES 
Anniversary of Trevor egress 
‘Monervile's brain operation and | | Return this form ta; 
before theingueston Tunay | | FREI, @CM Box 5909 


Hassan’s death. In January 1987 
Trevor Monervile was held in 
custody by Stoke Newington 

police before undergoing a brain 

‘operation, In June 1987 Tunay 


| London weIw axx 


DEMONSTRATIO! 


Hassan died while in the custody ‘BLOODY SUNDAY 

‘of Dalston’Stoke Newington ‘COMMEMORATION 

police March for Troops out Nov 

Organised by the Fomily & ‘Saturday 30 January 

Friends of Trevor Monervilio 12.20pm Whittington Ps 

Eamonn aeeneneesee eat Holloway Rd, London Ni 
Tanay Campaign 


* JOIN THE RCG * 


© Toke the side of all those struggling against imperialism. 
Join the RCGI 

© Amovement must be built in Britain in solidarity with the 
‘struggling peoples of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine, Cent 
‘America. Help us to do this—Join the RCG! 


Manchester Maryrsandorzaising | any aspect ofthe present system of 
‘together against the Students Union. | life/indeterminate sentence reviews. 
Members ofthe SWP and RCP Weare interested nat only in eases 
‘supported us although they had “which actually went to court, but 
previouay advised snot to defy the | also wish o bear from aiyone who 
i hha attempted to push case which 
Cris 9s not, for whatever reason, pro 
were ceeded with. 

‘We ak fora brief outline ofthe 
following: - The nature of the case: 
the names of those involved the 
legal arguments for and against the 

a TELLCID... final result ofthe case and why you 
Thope you areal well and in fine | the prsoner/prisoners involved, 
spirit Tam writing on behalf of four | believe tended a it id. 
feople arrested ata picket of British | _ Finally, we would ask forthe 
atonal Paty meeting in Glasgow. | names and addresses of any groups 
We were unjustly arrested, physically | and organisations which ean supply 
used and hed forten hours; the on- | farther details inthis particular 
iyreason we were released was on- | Geld. Allresponses otis etter can 
sboubtely te poe cals bbeseat to A Kelly, 22 Beechwood 
From the very moment of urar- | Avemue, Derry City, Ireland. 
ests the pooe the station was rng- | Thanks to FRE for printing this et- 
ing, before weevengothere: MPs, | et for as. 

Republican POWs 

H Blocks Long Kesh 
‘Onteing eles the desk sergeant 
seclared "you mst havea oto ‘CITY OF LONDON 
friend widebig phone bills’ another ANTHAPARTHEID GROUP 
comment was Tve been anwering 
the phone al night for you 
Wearcall agreed fight the 
changes brought against us and 10 con FREE MOSES MAYEKISO. 
tinoe the Fight agains the ity racists 
insociety he they nor out of niform. Faces 
Thank all you members, sapporers | |""3pyM SATURDAY 16 JANUARY 
meotwypee, | | hese were 
Yous 
Andy 
Glasgow 
DAYSCHOOL 
@ FIGHTING BACK POLYTECHNIC OF CENTRAL 
LONDON 
Dear Comrades, 
The Thatcher goverment isutacking | | 32Mariebone Road London 
seeing | |umentampt mag 
Tthcr ceoppating Bathe and does | | MORSOPSDOMNTIONOEONUSE 
the Botha ae a 
SESE | [ammeyhcn rete go 
Tiunckuotpotis heguvesumem | | sea Moses Mayekiso and the 
tes made froorsperticid. Thacher ‘Alex 5 were charged with 
Te Gecctaperhesandbended te | (t28s0n, sedition and subversion, 
‘ANC si terri orpenation. ‘THEIR TRIAL RESTARTS ON 
The racist Labour Party i collabor- Poirot 
vith Thatcher the {oes 
SERDSSTEESE || omnrstonratananr 
for eristing immigration laws and it 
asthe Labour Party which = 
inrodoced the racist Prevention of 
‘Terrorism Act. 
Neither Thatcher or Kinnock com a 
dems the police when they murder BOT Sein eel 
Ueckpeopcinicircommunesiae || Mend oneyearin Sencuay 
Colin Roach, Winston Rose, Pal Kean 
hpriatcti antiracst struggle in Britain and 
‘They cannot getaway wth it any poe 
more. Weare fighingback. Weare | |  A3 size, lots of pes, two colours 
fighting to defend Vira Mendis fom 
poration (+50p pe) 
‘Yoursin solidarity 100r more post ree 
Errol Baptiste ‘rom: Calendar Offer’ 11 Forth 
aad ‘Street, Edinburgh 


© Amovement must be built here in Britain which stands » 
the oppressed fighting racism, repression and poverty. Hel 
tus build this movement—Joln the REG! 

© Amovement must be built which challenges and defeat: 
the treachery of the opportunist leaders of Britain's Labour 
and trade union movement—Join the RCG! 


| wish tojoinireceive more information about the RCG 
Name Tel 
‘Address 


Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3XX 


Viraj Mendis—one year 
of resistance 2: 


‘After one year In sanctuary, with 
‘three others having followed our 
‘example, with widespread dis- 
cussion in the Churches and i 
‘the media, the concept of sanc- 
‘tuary in Britain is now estab- 
lished. 


[Wray mennis 


‘Toe Home Office understands the signifi 
‘cance ofthis development, As long ago as 
49 March 1987, the Home Secretary, 
‘Douglas Hurd, ina leter to the Bishop of 
“Manchester said: ‘I hear that the Viraj 
Mendis Defence Campaign is now plan- 
‘sing a “sanctuary campaign". It appar- 
fenlly has as its wim the encouragement of 
‘enyone subject 10 a deportation order to 


there can be no doubt that the 
campaign has been a flagship. Ithas 
"provided a range of techniques for 
‘ether struggies, ithas made 
|ssnctuaty a live Issue and has shown 
that if something is worth fighting 
for, itis worth maintaining that 
struggle.’ 
iDavid Burgess (solicitor for the 
wmoc) 


seek sanctuary th a Church. 1 cannot be 
Seve that this sort of tactic is welcome to 
szayone who believes in upholding the law: 

seruinly David Waddington and I would 
find it impossible to let this sort of 
behaviour influence our decisions. To the 
extent that the affair has now escalated 
beyond Mr Mendis himself my view that 
fe cannot be given special"weatment is 
sarengthened.” 

“The new immigration laws will destroy 
the right of appeal from a wide layer of 
black people and the only defence they will 
Save against instant deportation will be to 
‘p> inlo sanctuary 

The political preparations the YMDC 
has made will be invaluable for the future 

The VMDC is a way in which to take 
‘=r active stand against racism and 
escist laws. Through it you can 
‘setually get down and do something 
{aeainst the racist immigration laws. 
‘Sessana 


=. 
IMMIGRATION Laws 
Ant Qactsr MARCH se 26 50, 


growth of sanctuaries. The fact that, apart 
fromthe RCG, the left organisations inthis 
country have played no part inthis process 
shows their inability tounderstand the cea- 
trality of the anti-racist struggle tothe pro- 
gressive movement. AC the sanctuary con- 
ference in December the depth of analysis 
shown by mainly Christian speakers was a 
breath of fresh air. After one year in sanc- 
tuary, Feould do with some! 

‘The Home Cifice know the importance 
of my sanctuary. So they will use every 
‘weapon available to undermine and 
destroy it, Most of the bourgeois media 
sense this fact and continuously question 
‘me about the isolation and responsibility 
T must feel. But what they fail to under- 
stand isthe sharing ofthe responsibility by 
rno{ only members of the campaign but also 
the congregation and the local community 
‘They certainly don't understand the com 
‘mon bond Ifeel with all those people strug 
‘ling against British imperialism at home 


— 


supporting Virajis the best way | 
can actively supportantiracism in 
‘Manchester... [want to make links 
between fighting racism and sexism 
--. The VMDC has been the most 
inspiring campaign have been 
involved in. 

Amanda 


and abroad. They would not understand 
the sleepless nigh listening to the news on 
the radio when the Tamil Tigers were 
under siege - and the exhilaration when 1 


feeling of strength and joy when T heard 
that first Renoukaben and then Salema 
hhad won great victories against the Home 
Office. 

My New Year's resolution isa “victory 
for Rajwinder and myself in “88 and for- 
ward with the sanctuary movement! 


‘When you stand for 
the oppressed, 


they gun for you’ 


170 people, the majority from different Churches throughout the 


country, ai 


nded the VMDC’s Sanctuary Conference on Saturday 12 


December. It brought significant new support for Viraj and helped 
consolidate the tactic of sanctuary as a weapon against the racist im- 
migration controls. Judith Watkins, a Methodist Deaconess, opened 
the conference by describing how her own church Minister had from 
his pulpit attacked Viraj’s sanctuary nearly one year ago. She walked 
‘out and became a VMDC activist. Father John Methuen reaffirmed the 
‘Church of the Ascension’s continuing support for Vira. 


gt THE VMDC IN THESE 
AND OTHER ACTIVITIES! 


‘Falin he sp below and retum to VMDC, 
‘2 North Hulme Centre, Jackson 


(Crescent, Hulme, Manchester M15. 
‘SAL or phone 061-234 3168 


(Glare Sobers speaking at the conference 


‘When you stand for the oppressed. 1 
‘gunfor you. That is why V 

sanctuary today’, With these wo 
Sobers from the Committee for the Carib- 
bean Community opened her address. 
[Noting that “if you don’t go forward, you 
go backward’ she urged those present 10 
Take uction in support of Viraj. Even ifthe 
going scems hardathousand drops weara 

“The main speaker was Viraj Mendis. He 
quoted Fidel Castro, showing there was 90, 
‘contradiction in principle between coment 
nists and Christians struggling against op- 
pression and injustice. The press and the 
ruling class, in their altempts to weaken 
the VMDC vainly nourish the hope of 
such a contradiction. Viraj altacked the 
hypocrisy of the British state which bad 
‘overstayed in my country for over 100 
years’ and now dares describe him as an 
‘overstayer” 

The theme of practical unity between 
communists and Christians was taken up 
by Ken Leech, Director ofthe Runnymede 
Trust. Asserting that immigration laws 
were racist, he stid that Christians must 
oppose thers, if necessary by breaking the 
law. In this struggle, Paul Weller, who 
helpedestablish Viraj's sanctuary, empba- 
‘sed the critical importance of building up 
defence campaigns. It was such cam- 
paigns, based in the community, which 
‘made the development of a sanctuary mov- 
‘ment in Britain qualitalively different from 
other countries. 


Chris Procter 


Viraj Mendis 
Defence Campaign- 
one year of 
sanctuary 


During 1987 Viraj had aver 11.000 
Visitors. He had messages of solidarity 
nd visits from revolutionary militants in 
the Philippines, Nicaragua, Palestine 
Treland, 


Virai’s appeal against his judicial 
review decision is due in the new year 
‘The RCG will devote all ts effortsto 
‘mobilise for victory, We call on all those 
who stand for demderacy and socialism 
to join the VMDC in its fight. 


DECEMBER 1986 


avid Waddington rejects Viraj Mendis's 
final appeal. $00 march with the VMDC 
in Manchester as Viraj enters sanctuary in 
the Church of the Ascension in Hulme on 
20 December. The Church votes 
‘overwhelmingly to support Vira} 
Amnesty International issues statement 
‘opposing Viraj's deportation. 


JANUARY 1987 


The Labour Party NEC und the AAM 
AGM votes to support Viraj. Messages of 
solidarity are received from Irish POWs. 


FEBRUARY 
Inspired by the VMDC. Rajwinder Singh 
centers sanctuary in Bradford, 200 Hulme 

School students march in solidarity to the 

sanctuary 


MARCH 
Viraj is offered a job by Manchester Ci 
Council as Immigration and Nationality 
Officer. Waddington, the local Tory 
Party and the racist press mount a Viralent 
racist campaign which ends with fascists 
‘attacking the Church and maiming 
YMDC supporters. 


APRIL 
‘500 delegates attend the VMDC 
‘conference in the Church: “Viraj Mendis 
Will Stay! Stop all deportations now!" 


-| 
VMDC celebrates | 


On 18/19 December, the YMC took 
to the streets of Manchester to cele- 
brate one year of Viral's sanctuary. 
| Over 400 poople participated In a 
| weekend of popular events. On Friday 

night 250 people joined the VMDC's 
torchlight demonstration. It was fot 
lowed by a rally in the Church of the 
‘Ascension addressed by Father John 
Methuen, Mr Maharasingham of the 
‘Tamil Action Committee, Simone 
Dewhurst of the ROG and Vira] himself 
who urged the audience to go out into 
the community and build the neces- 
sary support to secure victory in 
1988. On Saturday 19 December over 
rs participated in 
2 12 hour mass rally In Piccadilly, 
Manchester's city centre. As well as 
‘speakers trom the VMDC, the RCG, Cl 
ty AA, Salema Bogum, the VMDC 
‘London Support Group, Les Huckfleld 
‘and Glyn Ford (MEPs) and others 
‘spoke. To the accompaniment of 
music, songs and slogans thousands 
signed the VMDC petition and over 
£250 was collected for the campaign. 
RCG comrades, who had made @ na- 
tional mobilisation for the events, 
sold 400 FRFIs. The events were 
rounded off by 2 brilliant social in the 
Church at which women from the 
| North Staffs miners support group 

‘Sang in honour of Vira 


Capitolating w racist pressure 
Manchester City Council withdraws job 
offer. Viraj wins the right to judicial 
review of his case 


MAY 
MDC organises intervention in British 
General Election campaign. 


JUNE 
Tories are re-elected and Timothy Renton 
replaces Waddington as Minister for 
deportations, Brass Tacks broadcasts a 
documentary about Viraj. The Times in 
response advises the Home Office to 
quietly give way 

JULY 

4,000 march in support of Vira in 
Manchester. Viraj loses judicial review in 
stitched-up decision, The Home Office 
threaten to raid the Church. 


AUGUST 


The VMDC launches its regular weekly 
Friday marches. The campaign produces 
dossier exposing Home Office claims 
that Sri Lanka is returning to normal and 
exposing the farce of the judicial re 
Inspired by the VMDC Renoukaben 
Lakhani enters sanctuary in Leicester and 
then wins her fight against deportation. 


SEPTEMBER 


MDC attends all major Party 
Conferences. The Labour Party 
Conference unanimously votes for an 
‘emergency resolution in support of Vira) 


OCTOBER 


MDC holds its general meeting. 
Inspired by the VMDC Salema Begum 
enters sanctuary in Chorlton 


NOVEMBER 


The Friday VMDC march on 27 
November is banned. The VMDC defies 


‘The VMDC marks one year in sanctuary, 
cone year of resistance with a major series 
of activities in Manchester revealing the 
Jocal community support the campaign 
has built op. 
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